
 
 

 
 
 
 

2021 MEETINGS – SOME TBC 

2
nd

 May Lecture – Mark Shortland 

Mid May (Date TBC) – Mid Month keep in touch meeting 

6
th

 Jun Dealer Dem – Alakazam and Leo Smetsers  

4
th

 Jul Lecture - Paul Gordon TBC  

1
st
 Aug Club Night 

5
th

 Sep Close Up Competition 

3
rd

 Oct Lecture – Vinny Sagoo 

7
th

 Nov Props Auction 

5
th

 Dec  Xmas Fun Night 

         

 

2022 CLUB SHOWS 

26
th

 Feb 22  Wentworth School, Maldon 

Aug 22  As If By Magic – Dixon Studio (TBC) 

 

 

CLUB WEBSITE 

www.southendsorcerers.com 

Members’ area password - jimmy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

President - Adrian Fox     Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 

01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07951 441333 

adrianfox@compuserve.com   richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 

 

 

Treasurer – Tracy Wise     Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  

01702 597002       07854 634592 

tracywise@hotmail.co.uk      ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 
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LAST MEETING – 11
th

 APRIL – DEALER DEM – VINNY SAGOO & NEO MAGIC 

Our April meeting was a super night in the company of Vinny Sagoo who 

runs Neo Magic. He’s a regular visitor to Blackpool since he started his 

company back in 2018, following a serious accident that made him re-

evaluate his life and pursue his first love as an occupation.  

 

He kicked the evening off with the ethos that all his magic should be ‘ESP’ 

– in other words easy, simple and powerful. Following that code has led him to create some 

excellent routines and effects which he then went on to show us. 

 

First up was his book test ‘Mystify’ which is a pocket sized book test perfect for 

close up and parlour. Using the phonetic alphabet as its basis this is a really 

simple routine to perform with no memory work required. From personal 

experience I can say with all confidence that it gets super reactions and (unlike 

most printed book tests!) doesn’t cost the earth. 

 

‘Colourful Kings’ was next, a prediction effect involving the spectator’s choice 

of red or black kings. Similar to Phil Goldstein’s B-Wave in many ways, it’s a strong and baffling 

routine for a lay audience. 

 

‘Baffled’ is a routine that involves a spectator choosing a ‘random’ card by adding together 4 

values. The card arrived at matches a prediction – and all the other cards in the deck are blank! This 

is an easy routine to perform and Vinny allowed us to make up our own set as all you need is a 

duplicate card and a blank faced deck.  

 

‘Turkish Delight’ was next. This is a classic sandwich effect and ends up with the selected card 

caught in a three card arrangement.  

 

Vinny also showed us a nice peek move (called Spinderella) to peek a selected card; and an easy but 

deceptive control to bring a selection to the top of the deck. This was similar to a ‘cut deeper’ move 

and worked extremely well. 

 

Next, Vinny showed us ‘Timeless’, a prediction effect using 12 cards and a 

‘clock’ counting control to force a card that matches your prediction. Again, 

simple to perform and quite deceptive. 

 

‘Attraction’ was a nice packet routine where a card with a magnet printed on it 

causes the backs and faces of four other cards to become distorted by the 

‘magnetic field’. 

 

Finally, Vinny showed us’ Bucket List’, where a number of photo 

cards with pieces of well known tourist attractions from around the 

world printed on them are mixed up in a random order, some face up 

and some face down. In the end the remaining face up pieces come 

together to show eg the Statue of Liberty – but one corner of the 

jigsaw is from a different location. No problem as your prediction 

matches the mis-made picture perfectly!     

       

At the close of his session, Vinny offered us a nice bundle deal which saves a lot of money – you 

can find the deals at www.neomagic.co.uk where there are also a number of free magazines you can 

download. A great night, and thanks go to Vinny for making it so entertaining – we’ll see him again 

in October for his new lecture. The session was recorded and is now available for viewing at the 

members’ section of the club website. 

 

 

 

http://www.neomagic.co.uk/


 

EXTRA MID MONTH ‘STAY IN TOUCH’ MEETING – 25
th

 APRIL 

 As a test for a new initiative, we held an additional informal get 

together over Zoom on Sunday 25
th

 April – the plan was to continue 

these extra meetings going forward if the members thought it was a 

good idea. 

 

In the end, only 8 people dialled in for the session but we still went on 

to discuss how useful the meetings might be, and it was decided to try 

one more in the middle of May, but this time with a specific theme for people to learn about or to 

show routines. 

 

At the April meeting, Don showed us some coin moves – vanishes and steals. He mentioned that if 

anyone would like one-to-one help with anything he’d be only too pleased to mentor them. He did 

also mention that he doesn’t like to push himself on other people though, so if you need some help, 

you just have to ask. 

 

Adrian performed a couple of his new purchases. First was ‘The Given’ by Jamie Dawes, a witch 

trial based effect where the fate of a number of suspects is decided at random by spectators, yet at 

the end, they’ve all been correctly placed into ‘guilty’ or ‘innocent’ groups seemingly impossibly. 

 

Second, Adrian showed ‘Pinnacle’ by Brian Caswell. Brian is well known for his numbered cards 

routines, where each card has a number on the back. With three spectators choosing three playing 

cards at random, the numbers on their backs match a prediction in full view from the outset.  

 

He also mentioned a new idea from Mike Davis called ‘The Alchemy Project’. It involves a clever 

new use for mental dice with a set of special boxes – you can see more about them here: 

https://www.britishsecretservice.co.uk 

   

In the end it was a pleasant evening and we’ll have to see how things progress before making a final 

decision about whether or not to continue with the idea of additional mid monthly meetings. Watch 

this space for more details....... 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING – 2
nd

 MAY – LECTURE – MARK SHORTLAND   

Our next meeting is a lecture from the ever popular Mark Shortland. Mark 

actually lectured for us a few years ago and was a huge hit with the club, so we 

thought it was only right to invite him back for his new Zoom lecture.  

 

I seem to remember that he used a gallows routine last time which involved 

him playing hangman for real with his own head in a noose, so I can’t imagine 

what he’ll have for us this time round! Rest assured though it’ll be a superbly 

entertaining night with some wonderful material as Mark is well known for his 

hilarious performance style. 

 

British Magical Champion and two time performer on ‘Penn and Teller Fool Us’, Mark will bring 

us some great material - including a look at his award winning Amazebox and how he uses it. Also 

included are likely to be his work on the bill switch, some rubber band routines and a new take on 

‘ring on string’, including a move that allows you to remove a ring from the string while both ends 

are held by spectators. 

 

This will be a superb evening from a genuinely nice guy so don’t miss it!  

 

 

 

 

https://www.britishsecretservice.co.uk/


 

The meeting starts at 7.30 as usual and here are the Zoom dial in details:     

 

Topic: Sorcerers Mark Shortland Lecture  

Time: May 02, 2021 07:30 PM 

 

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8254968023?pwd=MFRZVVZZclozNVBnUFNLNmttaHphdz09  

 

Meeting ID: 825 496 8023  

Passcode: sorcerers  

 

 CLUB SHOWS 

If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either with 

close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact Richard 

Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide details of 

venue addresses, times and directions as required. 

 

CURRENT SHOW BOOKINGS 

As you know, we have no new shows in the diary at present due to 

the Covid situation. We did however have a show booked for May 

at the Wentworth School in Maldon. Due to the ongoing restrictions, this date has now been moved 

and the new provisional date is set for early next year: 

 

26
th

 February 2022, Wentworth School in Maldon 

Final date still to be confirmed! Please keep this one in mind and let’s all hope that we can get 

our performing shoes on and get out to show them some of our best magic! 

  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

AGM 

As you know, this year the committee decided to recommend to the membership that we simply 

continue with our current committee until normal activity can resume. As this was a 

constitutional issue however, it was necessary to ask members to vote on the proposal.  

 

I’d like to thank the large number of members who took the trouble to email their vote to me; 

and also for the several lovely comments and compliments received about how happy you are 

with the way the committee are keeping the momentum up during the pandemic. It means a lot 

that all of the votes were in favour of keeping the status quo for now, so that being the case, the 

current committee will remain in place until the next AGM, due in April 2022.  

 

We will be releasing an annual financial report in due course, but rest assured that we’re keeping 

a careful eye on our running costs. We’re also looking into options for holding meetings in 

person again sometime over the next few months and we’ll keep you fully up to date with 

developments. 

 

Thanks so much for your input – it’s always much appreciated. 

 

 

Annual Dinner 2021 

The committee have been discussing whether or not it might be a good idea to look at staging 

some sort of dinner based get together this year. If everything goes according to plan (and we 

know that plans can always change of course!), restaurants should be open for indoor eating with 

social distancing a thing of the past by the end of June! 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8254968023?pwd=MFRZVVZZclozNVBnUFNLNmttaHphdz09


 

If that is the case, it might be possible for us to arrange some sort of annual dinner event towards 

the end of the year – it could be a simple affair such as a fish and chip supper to keep costs 

down. We’re thinking about it at present and would love your feedback on the idea to see if it’s 

worth pursuing. Would you attend something like this? Are you dead against this sort of thing at 

present? Or would you be keen to have this sort of get together later in the year?  

 

Do drop any of the committee members a line to let them know your views and we’ll take it from 

there! Thanks again for your input. 

 

MAGIC NEWS 

Wonderment Magic and Illusion – 16
th

 July to 30
th

 August 2021  

Five incredible acts. A vaudevillian journey of illusion, 

Wonderment brings its magic to the West End this summer. 

 

Wonderment brings together some of the greatest 

illusionists live on stage in a breath-taking display of magic 

and illusion that will electrify, surprise and leave 

theatregoers in awe at what they are seeing. 

 

Wonderment gives a fresh, dynamic and thrilling spin on one of the greatest historical art forms, 

magic. Five acts will appear at each performance and showcase their incredible talents - acts 

announced so far are, the multi-award-winning Mind Reader and TV star Chris Cox and star of 

Britain’s Got Talent Josephine Lee, the most talked about woman in magic. 

 

Step inside the wondrous Palace Theatre and be transported to a variety performance like no other 

where the audiences are an integral part of the show – comedy, illusion, magic, entertainment and 

mystery make it a fun night for all the family. You’ll be amazed, entertained and puzzled as this 

show like no other has to be seen to be believed! 

 

For more information and to book tickets, visit 

https://www.nimaxtheatres.com/shows/wonderment-magic-illusion/ 

 

Tracy Wise – Crime Scene Illusion – Royal Hotel - 12
th

 June 

Assuming all goes according to plan with the lockdown easing, Tracy is 

back at the Royal Hotel with her Crime Scene Illusion show on 

Saturday 12
th

 June and tickets are available now. It’s a fascinating show 

which combines the science of forensic investigation with magic and 

storytelling.  

 

For more details, contact Tracy on 07544 150208.  

 

 

Free Zoom event for magicians - An Evening with Joe M. Turner - 3rd May 
Joe is a multi award-winning magician based in Atlanta, Georgia. He’s a former 

International President and Life Member of the International Brotherhood of 

Magicians, and is a magic consultant, writer and director for theatre and film. He 

was the first Georgian magician to perform in all three showrooms at The Magic 

Castle in Hollywood, California.  

 

The zoom links etc. for Joe’s free show are on Tony Junior’s website (Tony is 

the host for these monthly free events) and the virtual doors will open from 7pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nimaxtheatres.com/shows/wonderment-magic-illusion/


They’ll stay open for socialising after the main features too. You can see all the details here: 

 www.tony-junior.co.uk/zoom 

 

Here are the dial in details anyway! 

 

Zoom meeting ID – 865 6668 1073 

Password – 624887 

 

 

FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

 

Gimmicks                                              PORTABLE by Danny Weiser 

With over 6 years of designing and fine tuning, Portable is now 

available for the worldwide stage!! Portable is the ultimate way 

to open or close a routine using a Sharpie. Spectators see a 

Sharpie snap bracelet on your wrist, and upon removing the 

bracelet from your arm, the sharpie becomes REAL and can be 

used for your next routine!!! Imagine the spectator handing the 

Sharpie marker back to you, you then strike it on your wrist and 

it becomes a bracelet again!! Two possible outcomes, one great gimmick! 

 

Portable is a unique piece of magic from Danny Weiser. It allows you to take the ordinary action 

of introducing a Sharpie, and create a magical/offbeat moment leaving your spectators begging for 

more! 

 

If you use a Sharpie, then you'll need it to be PORTABLE. 

 

The perfect and most magical way to introduce your very own Sharpie into any of your existing 

routines 

Resets in seconds 

Easy to learn 

Easy to use 

Light and durable 

Two variations taught (Intro/Closer) 

Each PORTABLE package comes with one custom made gimmick and link to tutorial. 

 

Portable costs around £25 and you can see it here: 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/portable--gimmicks-and-online-instructions--

by-danny-weiser--trick.html 

 

 

Penetrations                                                  PASSAGE Sebastien Calbry 
Penetrate an object through a playing card in a really magical and visual 

way! 

 

"Passage" is a trick that will allow you to pass an object such as a 

marker, a pen, a straw, a Mikado, through a Bicycle playing card, in an 

original and impossible way. 

 

Grab the card, place a Sharpie behind it and in one motion, the pen will pass through the centre 

without leaving any trace. You really have to see this to believe it; it's so fast and visual that your 

spectators won't have time to understand what just happened. Adapt the object to fit your routine 

the object can even be borrowed! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tony-junior.co.uk/zoom
https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/portable--gimmicks-and-online-instructions--by-danny-weiser--trick.html
https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/portable--gimmicks-and-online-instructions--by-danny-weiser--trick.html


Passage is very easy to perform; with less than 5 mins practice you will be performing this small 

miracle.  

 

Sebastien has designed the effect so that it can be performed on all your social media: Instagram, 

Facebook, Tik Tok, Snapchat, etc. Each Passage gimmick is painstakingly hand-made to work 

flawlessly.  

 

Key points: 

Ultra visual 

Very easy to do 

Perfect for Tik Tok, Snapchat, Instagram, Facebook 

Available in Red or Blue Bicycle 

Use a borrowed object such as a pen, marker, straw, etc. 

Instant reset 

No magnet 

No elastic thread 

No latex 

 

The price is around £27 and you can see it here: 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/57775.html 

 

Mentalism                                                                     CLUED UP by Jamie Dawes 

If you like the idea of using a well known board game as the basis for one 

of your effects, then maybe this is one for you......Imagine letting your 

spectator freely choose a suspect, a weapon and a location and being able 

to prove you knew all along! 

 

Cluedo has been a popular plot for both magicians and mentalists for 

many years but never has it been more simple and direct as Clued Up. 

 

Jamie has taken a classic method and combined it with a very commercial 

plot to create what we believe is the most direct and versatile version of this premise ever! 

 

Clued Up may be performed close up, parlour, stage and even on your Zoom shows. The Clued 

Up instructional video explains everything you need to know as well as how to turn this in to a 

full-on piece for your stage or parlour act. Clued Up may be performed on 1-4 people and it will 

play as big or small as you like. It comes with the custom designed props and a bonus PDF’s so 

you can customise your set if required. 

 

The price is £28 – you can see it here: 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/clued-up-by-jamie-daws-poker-size.html 

 

 

Chop Cup                                                                                                 CHOP DOH by J Natera  

If you’re looking for a new twist on one of the real classics of magic, 

this might be a good place to start. Imagine performing a version of 

the chop cup using balls made of Play-Doh and a cup that looks 

exactly like a Play-Doh tub! 

 

This version of the famous chop cup is great because everyone can 

relate to it! Is ideal for any type of show including virtual shows. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/57775.html
https://www.alakazam.co.uk/clued-up-by-jamie-daws-poker-size.html


 

It includes: 

Two regular yellow balls (simulated to look like they’re made of Play-Doh) 

One chop ball 

One regular red ball 

One final load ball 

One rubber duck as a final load 

Chop Cup with lid 

 

Also includes access to an online video where you can learn some moves and get some ideas to 

start to present this trick. 

 

This is a very different take on a classic – good fun to perform and bound to get laughs. 

 

The price is around £35 – you can see it here: 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/chop-doh-by-j-natera.html 

  

 

Mentalism                                SHOT GLASS by Dominique Duvivier       

If you work at restaurants this might be the perfect routine as a 

final effect – seemingly impossible and the spectator receives a 

nice parting gift too! 

 

"Shot Glass" is a direct and powerful piece of visual mentalism 

with a memorable ending no audience will ever forget. 

 

It begins by having a spectator confirm that your pockets are empty. More than 100 different drink 

options are introduced and the spectator is allowed to choose one. A shot glass with that liquid in 

it then magically appears in your pocket. 

 

Everything can be examined. The spectator can even taste the drink if they'd like to confirm it’s 

the one they chose. 

 

Supplied: 

The deck of drinks cards 

The shot glass 

The gimmick 

Online video instructions 

 

Strong Points: 

Very mystifying 

An original effect 

Easy to do 

 

The price is around £46 and you can see it here: 

https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/stage-and-parlor-magic/shot-glass/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s about it for this month everyone – stay safe and send any articles for next month’s 

newsletter to Adrian for publishing. 

 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/chop-doh-by-j-natera.html
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