
 
 

 

2019 MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

7
th

 Apr  Annual General Meeting   21
st
 Aug EXTRA – Joshua Jay Lecture 

5
th

 May  Stage Competition   1
st
 Sep  Close Up Competition 

2
nd

 Jun  Lecture – Jamie Daws   6
th

 Oct  Lecture – Paul Voodini 

7
th

 Jul  Lecture – Oliver Tabor  3
rd

 Nov Props Auction 

4
th

 Aug  Club Night    1
st
 Dec  Xmas Fun Night   

  

    

2019 CLUB SHOWS 

8
th

 Jun   Stambridge Primary School, Ashingdon Community Hall 

22
nd

 Jun   St Nicholas’ Church, Canvey Island 

W/C 26
th

 Aug  As If By Magic 2019, Dixon Studio 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

President - Adrian Fox     Vice President – Oliver Ward  

01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07538 178182 

adrian@adrianfoxmagic.co.uk    oliverwardmagic@icloud.com 

 

 

Treasurer – Tracy Wise     Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  

01702 597002       07854 634592 

tracywise@hotmail.co.uk      ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 

07951 441333  

richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: SUBSCRIPTION TIME AGAIN! 

Please get your renewal Subscription for 2019/20 to Tracy as early as possible.  

Details included in this newsletter 
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LAST MEETING – 3
rd

 MARCH – SPEED DATING NIGHT 

Our last meeting was given over to one of our ever popular speed 

dating sessions, where some of our members visit a number of 

tables to pass on some of their knowledge and ideas. This time we 

had no less than 5 magicians keen to share their thinking and help 

for everyone who attended. With five tables in different corners of 

the room, the evening got under way after the usual parish notices 

about forthcoming shows and the annual dinner etc.  

 

Robert Dean (aka Dean Cadywould) showed us one of his favourite card forces; the timing force as 

shown to him by David Berglas. In this force, small portions of the deck are cut to the table and the 

spectator is asked to call stop at any time they like. The timing of the patter ensures that they call 

stop at the right time in the proceedings so that the required force card is arrived at. As with all 

techniques of this nature, practice is required under fire to get to the point where it works every 

time, but it’s a far easier force to master than, say, the classic force. 

 

Trevor Cline is well known for his balloon sculpturing skills and shared some 

twisting techniques with us, running workshops at some of the tables to create 

a penguin model from 2 or 3 balloons. It was a beautiful piece of work and as 

Trevor explained, the same basic model can be used to create several different 

animals. With adaptations such as the addition of a flower or a heart, the 

model can be made even more relevant for different types of situation. 

 

Richard Graham spoke about pocket management and different methods for 

carrying close-up props with you. His personal method involves the use of a 

specially designed multi-pocket unit which is attached to the inside of the 

jacket using press studs. This method allows the unit to be transferred between 

jackets very easily, and with pockets for cards, coins, packet tricks and so on, 

Richard mentioned that he is able to carry over 50 effects with him at any given time, but without 

his jacket bulging suspiciously. 

 

Ryan Young ran through his use of the Omni Deck, a card gimmick 

which is often used as the climax to an ambitious card routine. The Omni 

Deck allows you to make the whole deck of cards vanish from the 

spectator’s hands, only to be replaced by a transparent plastic block. The 

most difficult part of the effect is of course switching the real deck for the 

Omni block, but Ryan explained his method and made it appear very 

easy.  

 

Finally Tracy Wise shared some advice and 

techniques for her storytelling style of performance. Using appropriate props 

to set the scene for your story makes it become more real and believable for 

the audience. Tracy showed us the basics of pendulum magic and some simple 

techniques that can be used to enhance your magic, such as marking cards in a 

virtually invisible way. She went on to speak about how important scripting is 

and how to approach the scripting of an effect. 

 

The evening was a huge success and everyone really enjoyed the different 

sessions that they saw. Thanks go to all our contributors for being so helpful 

and willing to share their thoughts and answer questions. 

 

We cancelled the specific mentoring session for March as the entire evening was thrown over to 

that sort of thing, but our mentoring sessions will resume at the April meeting – details later in this 

newsletter.      

 

 



NEXT MEETING – 7
th

 APRIL – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The April meeting sees the club's 42nd Annual General Meeting 

take place which all members are invited to attend. The meeting is 

an opportunity to hear from the outgoing committee about all that 

has been achieved during the last twelve months, and there's also a 

chance to discuss any issues which you may have identified or 

which you feel need looking at further. 

The committee will formally stand down at the meeting and a new 

committee will be voted in. All the existing committee members are prepared to stand for re-

election this year, but this should not discourage you from thinking about offering your services to 

the club if you’re keen to get involved in running the organisation. The posts are as follows: 

President: Prepares newsletter each month; administers club website; produces and manages 

Dixon Shows; prepares agenda for and chairs monthly committee meetings; acts as host at 

monthly club meetings 

 

Vice President: Organises lectures and dealers; arranges meeting schedule; administers club 

competitions. 

 

Secretary: Prepares committee meeting minutes; administers and processes new membership 

applications and maintains membership lists; maintains the club library and clothing stocks. 

 

Treasurer: Manages club finances; produces monthly electronic accounts statements; prepares 

end of year accounts and arranges to have them audited; deals with membership subscriptions 

and other payments and receipts; liaises with the bank; arranges social events such as the annual 

dinner.  

 

Shows Secretary: Acts as the club’s shows promoter and manager; liaises with clients and 

members to organise and staff club shows. 

 

Plus all committee members attend the monthly committee meetings, are involved in vetting 

prospective new members before they can apply for membership, and contribute generally to 

club events such as the annual Christmas fun night. 

All committee posts are available for members to nominate either themselves or someone else for 

service during the coming year. However please ensure that anyone you nominate is a) seconded by 

another member and b) is prepared to serve for the next year. All nominations should be forwarded 

to Adrian in advance of the meeting. 

Please be aware that the meeting is open to members only; and that any additional items you may 

want to discuss at the meeting should be notified to Adrian in advance of the evening please. This is 

to keep things manageable and to ensure that the meeting doesn’t overrun.  

There’s an agenda for the meeting included at the end of this newsletter.  

 

 

NEXT MENTORING SESSION – ROPE MAGIC BASICS  

Our mentoring sessions return in April before the AGM gets 

started, and this month Adrian will be taking a look at the 

basics of rope magic. He’ll be 

passing on some introductory 

techniques and showing you a 

simple routine that can easily be 

performed. We’ll also have a quick  look at Professor’s Nightmare; and 

how rope magnets can be used to create effective rope magic. As 

always, the session will start at 7.00 sharp so please don’t be late. 

 

 



In the meantime, if you have any thoughts about subjects you’d like covered in these mentoring 

sessions, please let Adrian know and we’ll make sure that your topic is included in the programme.  

 

CLUB SHOWS 

If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either 

with close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact 

Richard Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide 

details of venue addresses, times and directions as 

required. 

 

Our shows are not just one of the ways in which we keep the 

club running successfully from a financial perspective; they 

also offer our members a unique opportunity to perform for 

non-magical audiences, and to practice their routines while improving their skills.  

 

If you’ve never been involved in one of our shows before, please think about offering some help – 

there’s nothing to lose and everything to gain from practicing with ‘real’ people.  

 

LAST SHOWS 

Our last shows were held on 9
th

 March at All Saints School in Maldon; and on 29
th

 March at Little 

Baddow Hall. Thank you to everyone who performed at or helped with either of these shows 

which were both brilliant successes. It’s always superb to get our members out and about doing 

what we do best!  

 

FUTURE SHOWS 

Our next shows are coming up in June so please do make a note of the dates and see if you can be 

available to help out with some or all of the shows we have in the diary. Dates so far are as 

follows: 

 

8
th

 June   Stambridge Primary School, show at Ashingdon Community Hall 

22
nd

 June   St Nicholas’ Church, Canvey Island 

W/C 26
th

 August  As If By Magic 2019, Dixon Studio 

 

The next show in June is a full performance so we’ll need both close uppers and stage acts – 

please let Rick know if you can help out as we’d like to complete our planned line up as early as 

possible to save last minute worries. Rick will send out details for the next show and we hope to 

see you there for another fun filled evening of magic.  

 

PAYING SUBSCRIPTIONS - BACS 

Just a reminder that, with the annual subscription time 

coming round again soon, we’re trying to make it as easy 

for you to pay your subs as possible. You can pay by 

BACS – via an electronic online money transfer - directly 

into the club’s bank account from your own.  

 

This means that if you have to miss a meeting or two, you 

can still make sure that your subscription gets paid on time, so that you don’t have to worry 

about it too much. If you want to pay via this method, the club’s bank details are as follows: 

 

Sort Code: 30-65-22 

Account no: 79204460  

 

Please make sure that you include a reference consisting of your name and ‘Subs19’ when you 

make the payment. That way we’ll know that you’ve paid.  

 



Subscriptions for 2019/20 are £20 for individual membership and £25 for junior (ie family) 

membership. You can also make payments for the annual dinner this way, using a reference 

made up of your name and ‘Dinner19’. 

 

Of course, cash and cheques are still very welcome payment methods too. 

 

ANNUAL DINNER 2019 

Just a reminder about our 2019 annual dinner and awards 

evening. We’ve now confirmed the date and venue for 

our 2019 annual dinner. Please note the date in your 

diary and try to join us on the night if you can.  

 

Last year’s event was really superb and well supported, so if you enjoyed it, do come and spend an 

evening with friends and family at this special evening. The confirmed date is October 19
th

, and 

we’ve decided to head back to the Thorpe Hall Golf Club as it was such a superb meal last year. 

Menu details will follow in due course. 

 

The ticket price has been kept to £30 per head as per last year and with such a fabulous meal, a 

cabaret and raffle etc, we hope you’ll agree that it represents amazing value for money. 

 

Do join us if you can. Let Tracy know how many seats you’d like and let her have a £10 per 

head deposit as soon as you can please. 

 

OTHER MAGIC SHOWS ETC 

David Blaine – Real or Magic? 

2019 is the year when David Blaine finally embarks on his first ever UK 

theatre tour and tickets are on sale now for the various venues he’s visiting. 

The closest show to us is at the Apollo Hammersmith where he’s 

performing for two nights on 18
th

 and 19
th

 June.  

 

There’s not much detail to be found about what he’ll be including in the 

show – fairly typical of David to remain mysterious – but you can expect it 

to be a show not to be missed.  

 

Ticket prices vary, but check Ticketmaster initially, or go via David’s 

website here: https://davidblaine.com/ 

  

An Evening of Magic 

The sell-out show ‘An Evening of Magic’ returns for their third showing 

during Easter; once again suitable for all the family!  

 

The special headline guests include the national star and Britain’s got 

Talent’s runner-up Jamie Raven performing some of his best known 

routines live on stage! Alongside Jamie are award-winning magician 

Oliver Tabor, mentalist and card expert James Pritchard and the magic 

circle’s grand slam award-winning act, teenage star Ryan Jackson. 

Alongside all that, the show is compered by established host and stage 

performer George Berryman.  

 

An Evening of Magic is at the Cramphorn Theatre in Chelmsford on 11
th

 

April. Tickets are just £13.50 and can be purchased by phoning the box office on  

01245 606505 or online here: 

https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/theatres/whats-on/children-and-families/an-evening-of-magic 
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The Illusionists – Direct from Broadway 

The world’s biggest selling magic spectacular, 'The 

Illusionists – Direct From Broadway', returns to 

London in July with a brand new show starring James 

More (The Showman), Jonathan Goodwin (The 

Daredevil and Escape Artist), Adam Trent (The 

Futurist), Yu Ho-Jin (The Manipulator), Chris Cox 

(The Mentalist), Paul Dabek (The Trickster) and Enzo 

(The Unforgettable). 

 

The Illusionists is a mind-blowing spectacular showcasing the jaw dropping talents of seven of 

the most incredible illusionists on earth. Collectively these performers have been seen by 

millions across the world and this production showcases their talents on stage together for the 

very first time. The Illusionists has shattered box office records and dazzled audiences of all ages 

around the world with a powerful mix of the most outrageous and astonishing acts ever to be 

seen on stage. This non-stop show is packed with thrilling and sophisticated magic of 

unprecedented proportions. Prepare to witness stunning acts of grand illusion, levitation, mind-

reading, and disappearance this summer.  

 

Shaftesbury Theatre, London, 6th July - 1st September 2019.  

 

See www.theillusionistslive.com/tour/london to book. 

 

 

 

FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

 

Cards/Mentalism                        FORTUITY by David Jonathan 

From the creative mind of David Jonathan comes Fortuity. An 

amazing prediction that looks so clean and fair, it will truly 

blow your spectators' minds!  

 

By rolling two dice, your spectator generates a random 

number. You cleanly count to this number from either end of a 

rainbow deck and remove their chosen back design. The deck 

is now completely spread to show that there really is only one 

card with this unique back design. The dice are rolled again and once again the cards are counted 

from either end of the deck to arrive at a random value. The deck is completely spread to show 

absolutely no duplicates are in play.  

 

In essence, your spectator has created a random playing card from these two free selections. You 

now ask him to open an envelope that has been sitting in view from the very beginning -- inside is a 

perfect duplicate of the card that has been created.  

 

Your package comes complete with a very special custom deck, two beautiful dice and full video 

tutorial. Fortuity is so easy to do; even a beginner could do it with only a few minutes of practice.  

No Loaded Dice, any numbers can be rolled (or use imaginary Dice). All the cards can be shown 

both front and back. Absolutely Zero Sleight of Hand. 

 

Fortuity costs £33.99 and is available at Alakazam here: 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/product-fortuity-by-david-jonathan-.html 
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Mentalism – Book Tests                                      Scarlet by Theory 11  

With Scarlet you can instantly divine exactly which word 

the spectator is thinking of - with no forces of any kind. 

 

You riffle through the pages of a book and tell the spectator 

to say stop on any page - they can even change their mind. 

The spectator thinks of the first word on that page - it’s 

totally fair. Without asking any questions or having 

anything written down, you instantly know the exact word 

the spectator is thinking of. 

 

Scarlet contains a groundbreaking new principle that will allow you to reveal multiple words at 

once. The method is diabolical. There’s nothing to memorize, and the book is completely 

examinable. 

 

The best part? It’s remarkably easy. Scarlet gives you the freedom to perform a powerful mind 

reading miracle, anywhere at any time, without the need to memorize a single thing. You can also 

hand out the book before, during, and after the performance - the spectator will find nothing, even 

under close examination. 

 

Scarlet includes principles and subtleties by Larry Becker, Ted Karmilovich, Banachek, and 

Gregory Arce to bring your performance to another level.  

 

Scarlet comes with one 4.25" x 7" paperback with over 200 pages and an HD streaming instructional 

video. 

 

You can find Scarlet at the Theory 11 website here, or at Alakazam where the price is £36.99. 

https://store.theory11.com/products/scarlet 

 

  

 

Sponge Ball Magic                             UNIQUE SPONGES by Stephen Chan    

The next generation of Sponge Ball Magic! Stephen Chan 

and TCC now offer you an unbelievable, new way to 

perform with sponge balls. Truly magical in every way with 

moves that will astonish your audience - impossible-looking, 

but real! You receive a set of their colourful sponge balls, 

plus full online video instruction that includes:  

 

Part One: Basics 
Finger Palm/Thumb Palm; The Function of Velcro; How to Steal; Basic Move 

 

Part Two: Special Moves 
Watch Move; Arm Move; Perfect Vanish; Flash Transfer; Inspired by Bebel; One Hand Miracle; 

Basic Colour Change 

 

Part Three: Routine 
Watch Disappear; Slydini Move Super Combo; Two Cups Miracle; Two Balls Transfer 

 

Unique Sponges is available from Saturn Magic and costs £26.87 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/unique-sponges-by-stephen-chan-and-tcc--trick.html 
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Street Magic                                                           REVELATION GUM by Infiniti 

Billed as the Holy Grail of chewing gum magic! 
 

Imagine being able to perform an impossible miracle with a piece of 

chewing gum you have in your mouth. This is real, street-style, 100 

percent off the cuff, fast, fresh, visual, no-nonsense, funny eye candy that 

will get your spectators stuck on you. 

 

During what appears to be a demonstration of unbelievable sleight of 

mouth, in just a couple of chews you are able to mould a piece 

of ‘borrowed’ chewing gum into something totally ridiculous like a smiley face, birthday message, 

superhero or funny insult. 
 

Or, combine this with your favourite card trick and you’ve got one juicy revelation on your hands 

that they will never ask to examine! 

 

Easy to perform. All you need to supply is your mouth. Nothing to prepare, nothing to reset.  

You can "borrow" their gum (or use your own!). Tasteless & chewable gimmicks (not to be 

swallowed!).  

 

Includes 8 hand-made silicone gimmicks that resemble real chewed gum and 30 minutes of online 

tutorials, routines, fun ideas & tips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revelation Gum is available from your favourite magic dealer but you can see it at Saturn Magic 

here, where it costs £27.99 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s about it for this month everyone – send any articles for next month’s newsletter  

to Adrian for publishing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOUTHEND SORCERERS SOCIETY 

42
nd

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT 7.30PM ON SUNDAY 7
th

 APRIL 2019 

AT THE EKCO SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

THORNFORD GARDENS, 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

 

2. Minutes of the 41st Annual General Meeting 

 

3. Annual Reports and Presentation of Accounts 

 

4. Election of Officers for 2019/2020 

 

5. Membership Fees 

 

6. Honorary Life Memberships 

 

7. Amendments to Rules and Constitution 

 

8. Any Other Business – please note that all AOB should be notified to the 

committee ahead of the meeting in order to allow the meeting to finish at a 

reasonable time. Any outstanding issues unresolved after the meeting will be 

taken away for consideration by the new committee at their next meeting. 

 

Items notified so far: 

 

Parlour Magic (Don Simpson) 

Dream Team shirts (Carol Simpson and Audrey Heddon) 

 

 

                            

 

 


