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SOUTHEND SORCERERS JANUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER 

2022 MEETINGS 
6th Feb             Lecture – Mark Traversoni & Mark Infiniti   2nd Aug Club Night 
6th Mar Club Night                                                 4th Sep  Close Up Competition 
3rd Apr Annual General Meeting                         2nd Oct  Props Auction 
1st May Annual stage competition              6th Nov Lecture - Ferran Rizo 
5th Jun             Lecture - TBC                                 4th Dec  Xmas Fun Night  
3rd Jul  TBC                              

CLUB SHOWS 
26th Feb 22  Wentworth School, Maldon 
19th Mar 22             Stambridge Primary School 
w/c 22nd Aug 22 As If By Magic – Dixon Studio NOTE NEW DATES 

CLUB WEBSITE 
www.southendsorcerers.com 
Members’ area password - jimmy 

ONLINE NOW........ 
All our lockdown lecture series is now available in the members’ section of the website, including the 
latest events from Nikolas Mavresis and Vinny Sagoo! 
https://www.southendsorcerers.com/zoom-recordings 

CONTACTS 
President - Adrian Fox     Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 
01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07951 441333 
adrianfox@compuserve.com               richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 

Treasurer – Tracy Wise     Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  
01702 597002                   07854 634592 
tracywise@hotmail.co.uk      ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 
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LAST MEETING – 2nd JANUARY – PAUL GORDON LECTURE 
Our January meeting was the long awaited lecture from card man Paul Gordon. 
Having had to re-arrange dates with Paul twice due to the ongoing situation, we 
were delighted to finally be able to welcome him back to Southend after many 
years. Paul did some of his growing up in Southend so he was really pleased to be 
back on home turf for his (and our!) first live lecture in well over a year. As the 
Ekco Club was closed for the night, we held our session at Oliver Tabor’s Red 
Brick Barn - huge thanks go to Oliver for allowing us to use the barn for the 
evening. It’s a lovely space and we all felt really comfortable with plenty of room 
to spread out. It was lovely to welcome some MEMS members to the lecture too 

and in the end we had around 20 people in attendance to enjoy Paul’s session. 

Paul is probably the best known card magician in the UK - he works exclusively with cards and has 
published a large and growing collection of books and effects that are all based on card magic. A lot of 
people say that it’s impossible to perform and entertain exclusively with cards, but Paul spent the entire 
evening doing just that - and it just goes to show that with the right personality and the right material it 
is more than possible. Paul’s quick fire gags and lively style kept everyone amused; and the material he 
presented was all very entertaining, commercial and easy to do. Here are just a few of the routines he 
shared with us: 

Head to Head Poker - this is an effect where the spectator makes all the choices over who gets which 
cards in a poker deal, yet the magician always wins. Paul also used this routine to discuss equivoke, the 
jog shuffle and misdirection.     

6 Card Brainwave - using 6 cards and the Omega count, three cards are shown to have blue backs and 
three to have red backs. The spectator freely names any card and this one is now the only blue backed 
card in the packet - the rest are all red. 

The Sad Tale of Great Uncle Reg - this was another routine that used the Omega count. A packet trick 
with what looks like five tens ends up turning into two tens and a royal flush. 

Killer Mystery Card - with this effect, a mystery card that’s been on the table throughout magically 
turns into the spectator’s signed card.  

Corner of Piccadilly - this is one of Paul’s best known routines, performed by a lot of established  
professionals the world over. It uses antique looking cards in a game of find the lady and of course the 
spectator can never win. Beautifully routined and not hard to do with a little practice. 

Paul had several of his effects on sale at the end of the evening and a lot of people lined up to make 
purchases. 

It was a brilliant evening as always in Paul’s company, and I would thoroughly recommend you take a 
look at some of his work - there’ll undoubtedly be something there that suits your style. Oliver Tabor 
wrote a nice review of the lecture - as he said:     

‘It was abundantly clear that he is a master of his field and someone who has fully dedicated and 
studied his subject intently. Throughout the two hours, it contained strong commercial card magic and 
his explanations were clearly explained and complimented with logical theory that wasn’t too heavy, 
whether you’re competent with a deck of cards, or have just discovered the wonders of what 
pasteboards can do. 



More importantly it was entertaining: the thought of watching someone presenting card magic for  two 
hours may be a bit daunting, however Paul has the gift of making it a highly enjoyable and fascinating 
experience, whilst learning considerably commercial card conjuring at the same time.’ 

You can find Paul’s books and products on his website here: https://paulgordon.net/shop 

NEXT MEETING – 6th FEBRUARY – LECTURE, MARK TRAVERSONI & MARK INFINITI 
Our February meeting will be on Sunday 6th February at 7.30pm. This time 
we’ll be back at our usual haunt, the Ekco Club, for another in our series of 
lectures and dealer demos.  

For February we’re delighted to welcome Mark Traversoni and Mark 
Infiniti to Southend for their double headed lecture. Most of you will know 
that Mark T is the proprietor of Saturn Magic, one of the biggest dealers in 
the UK, so we can expect a packed sales table I’m sure. Saturn stock a huge 
range of magic from an enormous group of creators and innovators so 
there’s bound to be something for everyone included in the evening. 

The actual content of the lecture is to be announced - it’s a bit of a secret to 
be honest, so I have no idea what to expect but that really just adds to the 
mystery! Either way, this should be a super night with plenty of commercial 
material to watch and learn. 

Mark T has said that there are going to be loads of irresistible deals on offer so we need to come 
prepared! 

Hope to see you there as usual - the evening gets under way at 7.30 so do try not to be late. As always, 
guest magicians are welcome to attend too and the ticket price for non members is just £10.   

CLUB SHOWS 
If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either with 
close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact Richard 
Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide details of venue 
addresses, times and directions as required. 

NEXT SHOW BOOKINGS 
Here are the current details of our next club shows:  

26th February 2022, Wentworth School in Maldon 
Our next show in the diary is a carryover from pre-Covid, which will be on 26th Feb 2022 at Wentworth 
school in Maldon – we have performed for Wentworth before and it should be a great night all being 
well! 

19th March 2022, Stambridge Primary School 
After that our next booking is for Stambridge Primary School on 19th March. We’ve performed here 
before too and they’d like us back so please do note this one in your diary too. 

https://paulgordon.net/shop


As Rick mentioned in his recent email to all members: 
‘Both are our normal full shows and so I am looking for our usual complement of 10 close uppers, 3 
stage acts and compere. Of, course, we also require our Dream team and stage manager.’ 

Rick tells me that we’re still short of a full complement for these shows so if you can help out at all, 
we’d love to hear from you. Please drop Rick an email if you're available and willing to take part: 
richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 

 
2022 DIXON STUDIO SHOWS – AS IF BY MAGIC - DATE CHANGE 
As you know, we’ve confirmed our August run at the Dixon Studio for 2022. 
It’ll be our tenth anniversary of staging As If By Magic and we’re hoping to 
make the show bigger and better than ever before. 

However, due to unavoidable circumstances, the dates for our week 
have had to be changed to the week following our original plan. So the 
shows will now be running during w/c 22nd August.  

I’m truly sorry for the change and I hope it won't cause too many problems 
for those wanting to take part. So far I haven't heard from many people 
anyway, so I’m hopeful that the new dates will allow more members to come 
forward and get their names down to help. 

So - as before - if you would like to take part in the shows please let me know so that I can at least 
begin planning things. We now have only 7 months to prepare and although that sounds like we have 
plenty of time, the weeks will fly by and I have loads of work to do to make it happen. But without 
you, we obviously won’t have a show - we can only continue with your support so please do get in 
touch if you would like to be involved.  

For stage, you ideally need two 10 minute acts – and of course our close uppers will get an opportunity 
too as we run close up magic in the theatre foyer for an hour each night before the main show starts. If 
you’d like help devising an act please ask - we can help you put something together that will work for 
you.   

Thanks for your help with this amazing project – it’s the biggest event in the club calendar so please do 
get involved if you can. 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

Richard Graham - Audio Equipment for Sale 
Rick has been in touch with a number of items of sound equipment that he has available for sale. If 
anyone would like anything on the list, please contact Rick directly on 07951 441333 

1. RCF SPEAKERS 

2 x RCF 300 watts powered speakers with covers. Speakers can be used 
with covers in situ eg. For outdoor events. With power cables and 
connecting cables 10 metres and 6 metres. Price: £250. 

mailto:richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk


 

2. STAGELINE WIRELESS MICROPHONE SYSTEM 

Wireless handheld microphone and receiver. Fixed 175.00 MHz 
frequency. With power cable and instruction manual. Price: £20. 

3. AUDIO TECHNICA WIRELESS MICROPHONE SYSTEM 

2 x 10 channel UHF wireless receivers with 2 x 
handheld mics and 1 x flesh-coloured headset mic. 
Includes power cables, connecting cables and 
instruction manual. Price: £100 for both. 

4. ALTO 8 MIXING CONSOLE 

Alto 8 channel mixing console with digital 
effects with power cable. No instruction 
manual. Price: £30 

In addition, several audio cables, with different lengths and fittings are available to suit above items, on 
request.  

MAGIC NEWS 

Magic Shows 2022 
There are a range of new magic shows on tour this year with various dates across the UK. Here’s a 
quick selection: 

Ben Hart - Wonder 
Lee Martin for Gag Reflex presents Ben Hart: Wonder 2022. Britain’s Got Talent 
2019 finalist, West End star and multi award-winning magician. Expect his most 
mind-blowing and exciting magic in a show that shines a light on magic, life, the 
universe and the darkest corners of your imaginations. With the simplest of props, 
using the objects and minds of the audience, Ben Hart conjures an altogether new 
kind of magic. See www.benhartmagic.com for venues, dates and updates. 
 

Richard Jones - Escape 
Richard Jones was the winner of Britain's Got Talent and is a British Army soldier 
as well as one of the world’s greatest magicians in The Magic Circle. The 
mesmerising Lance Corporal will confirm exactly what made him the stand out 
act to win Britain’s top talent show in 2016... And still the only magician to have 
won the show. On his extended tour of Escape, Richard endeavours to break the 
boundaries of the mind with his ‘magic with meaning’, debuting a further twist on 
some of his newest, awe-inspiring magic. 

https://benhartmagic.com/#shows


The Greatest Magician 
A dazzling new magic show presented by the magician most famous for jamming 
the BBC switchboards after he correctly predicted the lottery. This astonishing, 
enigmatic, five-star rated magic show will leave you aching from laughter and 
dizzy in disbelief. Directed by the late Paul Daniels, this astounding new magic 
show returns to the stage for the final time. You'll be transported to a jaw-
dropping world of light hearted hilarity, wonderment, and mystery. Presented by 
the BBC's most broadcast magician of the last decade and host of BBC's 
Trickster: Live. James Phelan is The Greatest Magician.  
 

BLACKPOOL MAGIC CONVENTION - 17th-20th FEBRUARY  
As I’m sure most of you know, the world’s largest magic convention takes 
place in Blackpool every February - and having missed a year in 2021, the 
convention is back with a bang this year 17th - 20th Feb.  

If you’re headed North that weekend, just to say I hope you have a 
brilliant time, especially if you've never been before. I might see you there 
all being well - I know that some of our members are planning to go.  
Just one word of advice from me - remember to leave your credit card at home!! 

FINALLY, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

Mentalism                                                                                  PLAYLIST by Craig Petty 
Playlist is not just a one trick pony. As with almost all of Craig's effects he has 
gone to town with this one. 
  
Craig has taken the idea of the free music download card (the type of thing you 
find in coffee shops and service stations) and created a 10 -15 minute close-up act 
out of them. This cleverly designed set allows you to perform match up effects, 
prediction effects, and even wild card style effects all with innocent looking 
music cards. 

  
Playlist comes complete with all the custom designed cards and a full tutorial video where Craig 
teaches you a whole host of killer routines and applications. 
  
You’ll find Playlist at your favourite dealer - Alakazam have it for £25 and you can see it here: 
https://www.alakazam.co.uk/playlist-by-craig-petty-and-alakazam-magic.html 

Cards                                                                               INEVITABLE CHOICE by Christian Grace 
Like finding a "needle in a haystack", this impossible effect allows your 
spectator to find their own card in an impossibly fair way. Despite them 
making every decision, their final choice is ultimately inevitable. 

"Inevitable Choice" from Christian Grace. will seemingly rob your 
spectator of their free will. You show them a deck with all different 
cards. They select a card which is then shuffled and lost into the deck. 
You then start dealing cards face down to the table. They can call "stop" as many times as they want as 
you go through the deck. Every time they do, you'll cleanly place a card to the side. 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/playlist-by-craig-petty-and-alakazam-magic.html


You then repeat this with the smaller packet they created until just a few cards remain. They make a 
choice from these cards and, impossibly, it is their selected card. They made all the choices themselves, 
yet this outcome was seemingly pre-determined from the start. They were destined to find their own 
card. No sneaky switches, steals or sleight of hand are needed. Using a special deck of cards and a 
super tiny bit of mental work, this effect is nearly self-working. 

In the instructional video, Christian will teach you how easy "Inevitable Choice" is to perform. He'll 
walk you through Most importantly, he'll share all the important details and subtleties needed to get the 
most out of this amazing effect. You'll learn how to casually guide your spectators without them ever 
suspecting a thing. 

"Inevitable Choice" is great for beginners while also providing the presentation possibilities desired by 
professionals. It resets quickly and is great for close-up magic and table-hooping. You can even easily 
integrate it into your online shows. 

Inevitable choice is available from most dealers - Vanishing Inc have it for around £30 
https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/card-magic/inevitable-choice/ 

Cards                                                                                        THE GAFF SYSTEM by Lloyd Barnes 
This is a custom playing card gaff system containing more than 20 pre-
made, visual card tricks. 

The secrets contained within this gaff system do not lay within the cards 
themselves, but rather in the devious constructs and notions which bring 
the cards to life. Only when these methods of deception are learned will 
you truly understand the power you'll hold within the palm of your hand. 

Designed over a lifetime in magic, Lloyd Barnes brings you a treatise in visual card magic. 

This gaff deck combines principles of science, optical illusion, engineering and sleight of hand that will 
introduce you to a treasure trove of visual magic. 

Each card in this set has been hand designed, tested, worked and refined to ensure that when you crack 
the deck open and begin learning the secrets, you'll be ready to blur the lines between reality and 
science fiction right in front of your audience's eyes. 

With over FIVE hours of explanations, Lloyd will take you through 23 uniquely different routines,  
ensuring you know how to wield this system to its fullest potential. Giving you tuition, tips, and advice 
on how to take your visual card magic from "good" to "elite" status. 

These tricks are so visual, during practice, you'll be fooled by your own reflection. 

This system has something for everyone beginners, pros, intermediates, workers, social media 
magicians, and creators... with a few extra gaff cards that will get your juices flowing and your brain 
thinking. 

The Gaff System can be seen at Vanishing Inc priced at £22. 
https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/card-magic/the-gaff-system/ 
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Card Utilities                                             INDEXED by Mirrah Miraculous  
Think of the possibilities... with ANY Named Card Right At Your Fingertips 
 
Indexed is the most compact and accessible full 52 card index we've ever seen - 
deviously built into a single deck of cards that sits in one single pocket. No 
multiple pockets needed, no special clothing requirements and no cards spread 
over different parts of your body. 

So versatile - the cards can be produced in full or mercury folded. 

Pluck their named card out of the air...load it into a prediction envelope... stick it 
to the underside of the table - what you decide to do with it is entirely up to you. 
 
You receive Mirrah's Indexed System with 52 cards, and an online Tutorial with a variety of routine 
ideas. This includes blindly retrieving a spectator's named card from a deck they've shuffled, put back 
in the box and put in your pocket; and catching an invisible card from the air.  

As a bonus you’ll also receive instructions for a devious ‘any card at any number’ routine. 

You can see Indexed at Saturn Magic where the price is £36  
https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/indexed-by-mirrah-miraculous.html 

Bizarre Magic                                                     THE ARTEFACT by Jamie Dawes 
Visit the 'Floridian Museum of the Occult' and some of their world 
famous artefacts. Scare your audience senseless with accounts of 
demonic dolls, poisonous princesses and murderous marionettes. 

"The Artefact" allows you to integrate other bizarre magic 
apparatus such as Pendulums and Ouija boards to make for a 
darker and more elaborate performance. They can select any 
postcard, think of any long interesting word and you will be able to 

reveal it however you wish. You'll also learn the powerful "Hangman Principle". Without saying a 
thing, you will be able to reveal the postcard they are thinking of and the word they have selected!  

You receive 7 beautifully produced postcards which have been laminated on both sides in thick luxury 
card-stock so they will last a lifetime! You will also receive two specially designed certificates printed 
on thick silk paper. Also included is a handmade special locking envelope designed using traditional 
envelope making techniques and manufactured from the ground up especially for this effect. Finally, 
for good measure, you receive a custom designed bookmark with a crib on the back to aid you in 
learning!  

The Artefact can be seen at Vanishing Inc and costs £35 
https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/stage-and-parlor-magic/the-artefact/ 

That’s about it for this month everyone – stay safe and send any articles for next month’s 
newsletter to Adrian for publishing. 
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