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SOUTHEND SORCERERS APRIL 2022 NEWSLETTER 

2022 MEETINGS 
1st May Annual stage competition                               4th Sep  Close Up Competition 
5th Jun             Lecture - Martin Cox                                     2nd Oct  Props Auction 
3rd Jul  Lecture - Jon Allen                                     6th Nov Lecture - Ferran Rizo 
2nd Aug Club Night                                      4th Dec  Xmas Fun Night 
                                  
                              

CLUB SHOWS 
w/c 22nd Aug 22 As If By Magic – Dixon Studio 

CLUB WEBSITE 
www.southendsorcerers.com 
Members’ area password - jimmy 

ONLINE NOW........ 
All our lockdown lecture series is now available in the members’ section of the website.  
https://www.southendsorcerers.com/zoom-recordings 

CONTACTS 
President - Adrian Fox     Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 
01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07951 441333 
adrianfox@compuserve.com               richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 

Treasurer – Dave Taylor               Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  
07527 783238                   07854 634592 
magicdave@live.co.uk     ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:adrianfox@compuserve.com
mailto:richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk
mailto:magicdave@live.co.uk
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LAST MEETING – 3rd APRIL - 45th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The club meeting held on 3rd April was the Society’s 45th Annual General 
Meeting. After a two year gap since our last formal AGM it was good to 
get the members back together to discuss how the club is progressing and 
to plan for the year ahead. 

With Tracy deciding to stand down as Treasurer after five years we needed 
to find at least one new committee member, and I was really pleased that two people had approached 
me to offer their time and support on the committee. All the committee reports from last year will be 
made available, along with the accounts, on the club website. In the meantime here are the minutes 
from the meeting which we hope you’ll agree is an accurate record of what happened at the AGM. 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting, held at 8:01pm on Sunday 5th April 2022  
Meeting location: Ekco Club Southend  

Apologies for absence: Andy Smith, Kim & Robbie Wood, Tommy & Barbara Edwin  

Committee Members:  
Adrian Fox – AF  
Richard Graham – RG  
Tracy Wise – TW  
Ryan Young – RY  

Attendees:  
Charlie Navarro, Carol Simpson, Don Simpson, Chris Campos, Audrey Heddon, Clive Vaus, Mark 
Williams, David Taylor, Doug Roden, Simon Stott, Lewis Clifton, Mike Davis  

Minutes of 43rd AGM held in 2020 – (the AGM for 2021 was cancelled in view of the pandemic)  
Approved as an accurate record - proposed by Audrey Heddon and seconded by Chris Campos  

Annual Committee Reports and Presentation of Audited Accounts  
AF gave the president’s report - this will be posted on the club website for the membership to view.  
AF presented TW with a plaque to mark her dedication to the club as treasurer for 5 years.  
RG read his AGM report from 2020 - this will be posted on the club website for members to view. 
RY read his AGM report - this will be posted on the club website for members to view.  
TW read her AGM report and presented the annual accounts - these will be posted on the club website 
for members to view. 

Election of Officers 2022/2023  
The existing committee stood down, though AF, RY & RG said they were happy to be re-elected.   
Their re-election was approved having been proposed by Don Simpson and seconded by Dave Taylor.  
Dave Taylor had offered to stand as Treasurer for the coming year. Dave’s election was approved by the 
membership having been proposed by Adrian Fox and seconded by Don Simpson. Thanks go to Mark 
Williams who had also offered to stand as Treasurer - Mark is not officially a member as yet however, 
therefore could not stand for election. 

The committee for 2022/23 therefore now consists of: Adrian Fox, Richard Graham, Ryan Young and 
Dave Taylor. 



Membership Fees  
AF listed the membership and guest fees and reminded everyone that membership subscriptions are 
now due.  

They remain the same as last year:  
Joining Fee £10  
Annual Senior - £20  
Annual Family (inc Junior) - £25  
Guest Fees – Normal meetings - £5; Lectures - £10  

Honorary Life Memberships  
No honorary life memberships were proposed this year.  

Amendments to Rules & Constitution  
No amendments were proposed to the club constitution so it will remain unchanged for the current 
year.  

Any Other Business  
1. Dixon Studio Shows - As If By Magic  
AF stressed that if we are to continue with this project we need everyone to get behind it. So far very 
few people have expressed any interest in taking part. We may have to run the same show for the entire 
week. Additionally, the entry in the Cliffs Pavilion brochure, which was a primary source of 
advertising, has been reduced from a third page pictorial advert to a single line of text. This means that 
we have to find other ways of promoting the shows to get tickets sold.  

Members suggested social media for pushing ticket sales; and the idea of repeated acts in the shows 
seemed to get a positive response from the members. RG reminded everyone however, that having 
fewer people performing will limit ticket sales from those taking part.   

2. Club Progression   
AF pointed out that the club had lost a lot of members, particularly juniors, during the pandemic. With 
no opportunity to meet properly or perform, some people had moved on to other interests, so we need 
to try and find ways of promoting the club and magic to encourage new members going forward. We 
currently have no junior members. 

Mike Davis suggested an online platform for our magic - this would help to entice junior members into 
joining and give us more options for engaging more widely online. 

It was suggested that starting an under 16s session earlier on club nights might give juniors quality time 
to learn magic.  

Clive Vaus donated a lot of magic books to the library, and magic tricks too. Although he is stepping 
away from magic, he has decided to stay with the club. Clive’s donation is much appreciated.  

It was also suggested that we should look into obtaining new lights for our stage shows as a previous 
show was very dark on stage.  
  



3. Annual Dinner  
AF mentioned that there are currently no plans to have an annual dinner this year, but Lewis Clifton 
had suggested holding a social event at the Ekco club combined with a fish and chip night - no further 
suggestions were received from members. 

The committee will discuss all these proposals and decide on a way forward. 
  
With no other business, and with a reminder that our next meeting in May will be the annual stage 
competition, the meeting closed at 9:11pm. 
  

NEXT MEETING – 1st MAY - ANNUAL STAGE COMPETITION 
The meeting on 1st May is our annual stage competition which is open to all 
members to enter.  

If you would like to enter the contest, it’s important that you let a committee 
member know in advance of the evening so that we can plan timings and so 
on. Depending on numbers we may not be able to accept entries on the night 
itself so please do let us know in advance if you’d like to enter.  

As usual the rules are fairly straight forward and are reproduced in full at the 
end of this newsletter (you can also find them on the website). Your act needs 
to be between 8 and 12 minutes long, and it can be silent to music or a patter 
act. 

So far I’ve only heard from Thomas Edwin, Al Taylor, Mike Davis and Oliver Ward – so if you’re 
planning to enter please let me know ASAP. 

There will be 3 independent judges who will score each act on a combination of entertainment value, 
presentation (ie how do the effects flow, how does the patter complement the act and so on), and 
magical ability (which is all about the way in which any sleights or magical effects are delivered). 

As we currently sadly have no junior members there’ll just be the competition for the seniors this year, 
during which the judges will decide who should win the Bill Charlesworth memorial trophy. 

If anyone is uncertain about anything to do with the competition, just ask Adrian and he’ll be pleased to 
help – but do let us know if you’re planning to enter.  

One important thing to mention – only paid up members can enter. So if you haven’t paid your 
subscription yet, make sure you do so when you arrive at the meeting in order to be eligible, otherwise 
you won’t be able to enter the competition.  

Looking forward to a great night of magic! Don’t forget that your friends and family can come along 
and watch the magic for free! 

A special note to last year’s winner: could Trevor Cline (the winner at our last competition in 
2019) please bring the trophy with you for presentation to the new winner (in a clean condition 
please!) 



CLUB SHOWS 
If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either with 
close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact Richard 
Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide details of venue 
addresses, times and directions as required. 

At present we have no shows in the diary so we’re looking for ways to 
promote and obtain bookings. If you belong to any organisation that 
has social evenings or fund raising events, and you think that one of 
our magic shows might be suitable for them, then please do ring 
Richard Graham for a chat and more details. Rick’s contact details are on the front page - thanks for 
your help.   

2022 DIXON STUDIO SHOWS – AS IF BY MAGIC 
As you know, we’ve confirmed our August run at the Dixon Studio for 2022. 
It’ll be our tenth anniversary of staging As If By Magic and we’re hoping to 
make the show bigger and better than ever before. 

Just to remind you that the new dates for the shows are now during week 
commencing 22nd August.  

We now need some acts to feature in the shows so if you would like to take 
part in the shows please let me know so that I can begin planning things. We 
now have only 4 months to prepare! Without you, we obviously won’t have a 
show - we can only continue if we get your support so please do get in touch if 
you would like to be involved. So far very few people have indicated their 

willingness to take part and it’s somewhat worrying that more members haven't been in touch to 
discuss it or offer their help. 

For stage, you ideally need two 10 minute acts – and of course our close uppers will get an opportunity 
too as we run close up magic in the theatre foyer for an hour each night before the main show starts. If 
you’d like help devising an act please ask - we can help you put something together that will work for 
you.   

Thanks for your help with this enormous project – it’s the biggest event in the club calendar so please 
do get involved if you can. 

SUBSCRIPTION TIME 
It’s annual subscription time again!
It’s really easy for you to pay your subs. You can pay by BACS directly 
into the club’s bank account from your own. This means that if you have 
to miss a meeting or two, you can still make sure that your subscription 
gets paid on time.  

If you want to pay via this method, the club’s bank details are as follows: 

Sort Code: 30-65-22 
Account no: 79204460 



Please make sure that you include a reference consisting of your name and ‘Subs22’ when you make 
the payment. That way we’ll know that you’ve paid. 

Subscriptions for 2022/23 are £20 for individual membership and £25 for junior (and family) 
membership. If this is your first time paying a subscription, there’s also a one off £10 joining fee.

Of course, cash and cheques are still very welcome payment methods too. 

We’d encourage you to pay your subscription as soon as possible please. The ticket price for attending 
just one lecture as a non-member is £10, so, with three lectures already booked this year, membership 
is an obvious way to save yourself money. 

Also, after lockdown a number of members have decided not to renew their membership. We now have 
to try and work out exactly how many paid up members we still have in the club so your early payment 
will help that work tremendously and we really do appreciate your continued support as we move 
forward. 

FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 
A quick look at some of the latest releases…….. 

Close Up                                                                                          LUX by Lloyd Barnes 
Everyone is talking about this latest new innovation. Using UV light 
LUX gives you or your spectators the ability to harness the true 
power of ultra violet light.  
 
This is one of the basic effects possible with LUX:  

The spectator is handed a UV Pen and the special LUX device. They 
draw a UV 'X' anywhere on themselves. They shine the UV light on the 'X'... it stands out, even in 
daylight. But then, in ultra slow motion, in their hands and on their skin, that 'X' visually vanishes - it 
literally melts away into the ether.  
 
Next with the light still in their hands, they shine the it on your arm (or anywhere you want) and the 'X' 
that they just drew visually emerges back into existence on your skin!  
 
But that's just one example. From the cleanest Invisible Deck ever created, to undeniably fair Lottery 
predictions. From Book tests, to Bank Nights and everything in between. 
 
You can perform LUX with everything you need right out of the box. LUX comes with: 
Precision made intelligent LUX Device 
Custom UV Pen with specific ink that does not irritate the skin. 
4x Batteries. Enough to last for 6 months worth of performances. 
Streamed or downloadable in-depth instructional videos from Lloyd Barnes teaching you how to 
use LUX, tons of routines, additional ideas and special tips and tricks. 

The craziest thing about LUX is that this is possibly one of the easiest to perform pieces of magic that's 
ever been devised. So easy in fact, that spectators can perform effects entirely on themselves, from start 
to finish. Allowing you to focus on your performance.  
 



When you pick up LUX, you're not just getting another magic trick that's getting buried into a draw.  

You're owning a covert James Bond-esque powerful and practical weapon that will live seamlessly on 
your keychain until the moment you need it.  

You can see Lux at your favourite dealer’s website - the price seems to be around £65. 
https://www.alakazam.co.uk/lux-gimmick-and-online-instructions-by-lloyd-barnes.html 
 

Mentalism                                                                                                DOWN TO ONE by Jon Allen 
 There has never been such a perfect routine for you to engage with a whole 
audience during parlour shows, stage shows, cabaret, after-dinner shows, 
trade shows and kids' shows. 
  
Down to One could well be the Holy Grail of audience participation from a 
small gathering to a huge audience! This is why professional magicians and 
mentalists who have performed it once have kept it in their shows. 
  
Using nothing more than a two-colour coin and a prediction, you offer a 

simple, engaging, entertaining routine. The whole audience stands up and guesses the result of a coin 
toss. Whoever guesses correctly stays standing and the game is played until you are down to one person 
left. 
  
Your prediction, on stage in an envelope from the very start, not only describes this person exactly but 
also their winning guess! 
  
Down to One is a simple 6-8 minute routine where everyone gets involved. While it's a perfect opener, 
Down to One can be performed at any point in your show. 
  
Comes with a bespoke designed coin, a Tyvek envelope and 16-page instruction booklet with full 
colour photos, QR code link to video explanations and several presentations and ideas. 
  
If you are looking for guaranteed great reactions from your audience, get Down to One.  

Down to One is available from Jon Allen directly at a price of £55. 
https://www.onlinemagicshop.co.uk/product-page/down-to-one 

Cards                                                                                                                 FOCUZ by Peter Eggink 
Any card is selected and is initialed on its back by the spectator. The 
card is shuffled back into the deck. Next, a blank-faced card with a 
hole in its centre is shown and placed on top of the deck - the top 
card can be clearly seen at an times through the hole, yet with just a 
flick the spectator's selection magically appears on top of the deck 
showing their initials right through the hole! 

Without any switches, the card is given back to the spectator as souvenir. This is a super visual close-up 
illusion that will fool you - with a magical "flash appearance" of a signed card like no other due to 
Peter's clever gimmick design. 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/lux-gimmick-and-online-instructions-by-lloyd-barnes.html
https://www.onlinemagicshop.co.uk/product-page/down-to-one


Focuz comes complete with a ready to go, hand build gimmick on Bicycle stock and online 
instructions. 

You can see Focus at Saturn Magic where the price is £30 
https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/focuz--gimmicks-and-online-instructions--by-peter-
eggink--trick.html 

Mentalism                                                         MEMORIES by Nikolas Mavresis 
Memories by Nikolas Mavresis is an easy drawing duplication system. It's 
simple to follow, direct in execution and symbolises the definition of synergy 
as it’s delivered in an awe-inspiring way straight to the brains of your 
audience. Memories from Nikolas Mavresis features possibly the most simple 
and powerful methodology for a drawing duplication effect to date. 

You don’t have to invest large sums of money or hours of time to master 
Memories, because Nikolas Mavresis has done the hard work for you. The 
result allows you to perform mind-blowing emotional mentalism amazingly 

fast after learning the modus operandi. 
  
Effect: They choose any image – there is no forcing required. You start drawing intently your perceived 
image. Next you ask the spectator to reveal, for the first time, the image they chose by showing it only 
to the audience members (if desired). Afterwards, you tilt your sketch forward – the astonished 
audience confirms with absolute conviction that your sketch is an exact match to the spectator’s 
selected image. 

You aren’t limited to just one spectator either. Imagine the impact of choosing three spectators and 
revealing one-by-one, the image each has in their mind based on the what they freely selected. 
Memories puts you in the cockpit to fly your spectators on a journey they will never forget. Memories 
is a powerful tool for any mentalist that gives you the freedom to reveal the images any way you wish! 

You’ll find Memories at most dealers - the price is around £35. 
https://www.alakazam.co.uk/memories-by-nikolas-mavresis.html 

Utility Items                                UNIVERSAL SUDDEN DECK by David Regal 
The best way to produce a deck of cards just got even better. A blank unfolded 
card box prints itself. Then the box gets folded up, and an entire deck of cards 
appears inside with just a snap of the fingers. Now, you are no longer limited to a 
Bicycle deck, and now you can use any design deck that you like to use. Print 
Tally-Ho, Bee, DMC Elites, Butterfly, any deck design you can instantly print on 
the blank card box. This is Universal Sudden Deck by David Regal. 
 
Universal Sudden Deck comes with everything you need to customise the 
gimmick so that you can print any design of any custom deck of playing cards. David Regal teaches 
you exactly how to customise the gimmick to your preferred deck of cards. The customisation process 
is super easy to do and takes only a few minutes. The gimmick itself has been upgraded, and it is now 
made with a synthetic no-tear paper to be more durable than ever before.  
 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/focuz--gimmicks-and-online-instructions--by-peter-eggink--trick.html
https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/focuz--gimmicks-and-online-instructions--by-peter-eggink--trick.html
https://www.alakazam.co.uk/memories-by-nikolas-mavresis.html


Sudden Deck is the perfect way to introduce a deck of cards in any performance. Whether you are a 
close-up performer or on stage, this is one of the most magical card productions available to magicians. 
Sudden Deck has a home in the pocket of any magician who uses a deck of cards. Now you can print 
and produce any deck of cards with Universal Sudden Deck by David Regal. 

You can see Universal Sudden Deck in action here - the price at Alakazam is £29.99 
https://www.alakazam.co.uk/universal-sudden-deck-by-david-regal-.html 

That’s about it for this month everyone – stay busy and send any articles for next month’s 
newsletter to Adrian for publishing. 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/universal-sudden-deck-by-david-regal-.html


ANNUAL STAGE COMPETITION – RULES IN FULL 

The Southend Sorcerers Stage Competition is an open meeting where members may bring along guests. 
The competition is held annually. 

Both Junior and Senior competitions will run on the same evening. Entrants for the junior competition 
must be aged under 16 at the time of the competition. Seniors must be aged 16 or over at the time of the 
competition. 

Entry into the Competition is open to fully paid-up members of the society, but there can be no more 
than 9 competitors in total, in order to fit in to the evening’s time schedule. Competitors must register 
with the competition secretary at least one week in advance and entrants will be received on a first 
come, first served basis. Late entries may be accepted at the Committee’s discretion. 

Under normal circumstances, there must be a minimum of 2 entrants for each section for the 
competition to run. However in the event of only one entrant wishing to participate, they may do so but 
must attain a minimum score (determined by the committee) to be awarded the trophy. A certificate of 
commendation will be awarded to those failing to achieve the minimum score. 

Junior members will compete for the Don Simpson Cup. Senior members will compete for the Bill 
Charlesworth Cup. The winners will receive and retain the cup for one year and will receive 
commemorative plaques to keep. 

Each competitor will perform their act once, for up to a maximum of 12 minutes.   

A compere and timekeeper will be appointed by the committee. A Stage manager may also be 
appointed and help competitors with their props if required.   

The timekeeper will monitor the period allowed for each presentation precisely, and will signal a ‘2 
minutes to go’ warning before the end of each allotted performance.    
  
There will be three judges – 2 lay people and one magician. Judges will be identified to participants. 
Judges should not be selected as volunteers by any of the performers. Judges will not be seated together 
and will not all be seated in the front row.     
  
Score sheets will be made up with the competitors name and copies given to the judges, compere, 
timekeeper and stage manager. The magical judge will score on magical content, presentation and 
entertainment. The lay judges will score on entertainment value only. Clarification of these categories 
will be indicated on the score sheet. 

Each judge can award a maximum of twenty points in each category for each competitor. Thus, a 
maximum of 100 points may be awarded for each competitor. The magical judge’s score sheet will 
include an optional box to record any feedback for the competitors. 
  
The timekeeper will deduct points for competitors running over the allotted time. For each minute over 
time, or part thereof, 5 points will be deducted from the competitor’s total score. 

Each competitor’s score will be independently verified and the Committee’s decision as to the winner 
is final.  In the event of a tie, joint winners will be announced and each winner will retain the trophy for 
a six month period. 


