
 
 

 

 

2020 MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

2
nd

 Aug Club Night    1
st
 Nov  Props Auction 

6
th

 Sep Close Up Competition  6
th

 Dec  Xmas Fun Night 

4
th

 Oct Lecture – Tom Elderfield petition    

    

         

 

2020 CLUB SHOWS 

w/c 10
th

 Aug  Dixon Studio Shows ‘As if By Magic!’ – POSTPONED UNTIL 2021 

 

 

 

2021 CLUB SHOWS 

27
th

 Feb  Wentworth School, Maldon  

 

 

 

CLUB WEBSITE 

www.southendsorcerers.com 

Members’ area password - jimmy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

President - Adrian Fox     Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 

01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07951 441333 

adrianfox@compuserve.com   richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 

 

 

Treasurer – Tracy Wise     Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  

01702 597002       07854 634592 

tracywise@hotmail.co.uk      ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 
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LAST MEETING – 5
th

 JULY – VIRTUAL SPEED DATING 

Our July meeting was another Zoom based virtual meeting, and this time we 

were able to stick to the plan for a speed dating night where a number of 

members presented short 20 minute lectures to the club on a variety of 

subjects. It was a super night and thanks go to everyone who joined in or 

contributed ideas and lectures to the session. 

 

Oliver Tabor was up first with an interesting look at how he recorded his 

award winning act for the IBM Nonvention. With a look behind the scenes it 

was a great opportunity to think about the particular problems associated with preparing a pre-

recorded act for online presentations. Oliver’s performance needed him to record video elements for 

playback and integration into the act as it was filmed, so timing was really important to make it 

work properly. It takes a lot of thought to put something like this together and Oliver’s results 

looked really good. You can see his final act online here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2k1Er_lfbE&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3UNC3D3A9iv

G7GT1KK9SC0n9EF7wpC02B0sCITUn9ik62oV4-MlEEep1U 

 

Oliver finished his session with an explanation of the Gypsy Thread routine, a real classic of magic 

made popular and still performed by a number of magicians today. There were some interesting 

variations explained and if anyone would like to have a go at the effect themselves, there are a 

number of teaching resources available from eg Propdog, along with the perfect thread for it, which 

can be obtained for £7 per reel here:  

https://www.propdog.co.uk/gypsy-thread-cotton?search=gypsy%20thread 

    

Adrian Fox came next with a look at presentation skills for magicians. He explained how he felt 

that we often overlook the importance of thinking about how to present a trick most effectively. The 

temptation is too often to simply copy the patter and performance of the person we buy the effect 

from - but by spending time to script it and think outside the box a little more, we can often make 

the magic our own and much stronger in the process. 

 

Adrian is currently writing a short ‘presentation skills for magicians’ course, so he quickly ran two 

of the exercises he is planning to use on the course. The first was a ‘just a minute’ exercise where 

Finlay was asked to talk for 60 seconds about bottled water, with no repetition, deviation or pauses. 

Following this, Dave was asked to try and sell the rest of us a propelling pencil by making his 

presentation as interesting, entertaining and relevant as possible. At the end of these exercises, 

Adrian pointed out how much better the presentations could have been if Finlay and Dave had been 

given time to think about it beforehand – in effect by writing a script. By applying these ideas to our 

magic we have the chance to adapt magic effects to our own style and persona. 

 

Don Simpson followed this by presenting and discussing his routine which culminates in the 

magical appearance of smoke from the mouth. A simple short effect was made much stronger by 

the use of detailed storytelling, with Don explaining how his grandfather used to smoke cigars and 

the rituals he would go through with them. Of course a lot of the story was made up but Don had 

researched the whole cigar smoking culture in order to write a very interesting and largely accurate 

script. What could have been a very short routine was made far more entertaining by proper 

preparation and scripting. 

 

Nathan Fitzpatrick came next with his handling of a six part repeat card routine. Having 

performed the effect using 3 cards, he explained all the moves needed to make it work including a 

number of classic and adapted Elmsley counts. A nicely accomplished routine it was too – well 

done Nathan. He went on to show and explain his new single coin routine, using his take on the 

retention vanish amongst other things.  
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Finally came Ryan Young with an introduction to the amazing Inject phone app and some of the 

things it’s possible to do with it. You can integrate predictions into the spectator’s phone by swiping 

your own phone screen in a certain pattern. It’s also possible to have a spectator search online (on 

their own phone) for something and immediately know what they’re searching for. Ryan discussed 

peeks as well, outlining his thoughts on the use of Apple Watch for peeks versus using the phone 

itself. He finished his session with a simple demonstration of an effect which had been integrated 

into his website – a nice way to get extra hits on your site and improve its Google rating! 

 

In the end it was a really interesting evening and thanks go again to everyone that contributed to it. 

If you weren’t able to join us on the night, the good news is that Ryan has now made a recording of 

the evening available on the club website. Just head for www.southendsorcerers.com, click on the 

‘members only’ button and use the password ‘jimmy’ when prompted. One of the options on the 

menu then is ‘Zoom Recordings’ – you’ll find the meeting recording there. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL MEETING – 7
th

 JULY – VIRTUAL ETIENNE PRADIER LECTURE 

We got together with Mid Essex Magical Society again on 7
th

 July to 

watch the online Etienne Pradier lecture - and what a great lecture it 

was. Etienne is a world class performer with a huge repertoire of 

effects and ideas so it was brilliant to see some his material up close. 

 

He started out with his opening routine, explaining how he would 

approach a table and produce a bottle, glass, pen and deck of cards 

from a napkin – all done on the offbeat using the napkin as cover for 

all the moves and steals.  

 

On to a simple card routine next, where the spectator’s selection keeps 

turning up in Etienne’s pocket. He demonstrated a Bernard Billis 

move, ‘Watch my Watch’, where the wrong card is placed under your 

watch and magically turns into the correct card. 

 

‘Lucky 13’ was one of Etienne’s own creations – basically an ‘any card to bulldog clip’ effect 

using equivoque and Etienne’s gimmicked ‘Barking Dog’ clip. 

 

A book test next, where every long word (26 of them) in the book is already written on blank 

cards in the deck and arranged in alphabetical order. By having one spectator select a word from 

the book and another choose a playing card; it’s possible to find both the word and the card using 

the ‘one ahead’ principle. Hard to explain, but watch the routine – it’s brilliant. The effect is called 

Double Prediction. 

 

We’re probably fairly familiar with Frixion pens, where heat from a lighter or candle will make 

the ink disappear to reveal something else written underneath. Etienne’s invention is the Cosack 

pen which contains both a normal ink and a Frixion ink refill in one pen. This means that you can 

write a prediction with the normal pen, and then scribble over it in the Frixion ink during 

performance. It opens up all sorts of options for mentalism effects.   

 

Another pen Etienne used was the Ash pen which will write invisibly on your arm or a pad, but 

the writing will become visible when rubbed with coffee granules or pepper.   

 

He went on to speak about watch steals; and demonstrated a great routine using coin unique with a 

separate duplicate magnetic coin to separate the gimmick so that the spectator can do the magic in 

their own hands. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.southendsorcerers.com/


 

Following Etienne’s own take on the classic Anniversary Waltz card plot, he closed by giving 

some tips and advice about how to get a round of applause at the end of a close up set. 

 

It was a brilliant lecture that contained such a lot of really commercial material and it was enjoyed 

immensely by everyone there. If you missed it you can see the lecture again on the club website 

here (bear in mind the password is jimmy):  https://www.southendsorcerers.com/zoom-recordings 

 

To purchase any of Etienne’s own products, his website is www.frenchmagician.co.uk 

 

        

NEXT MEETING – 2
nd

 AUGUST – CLUB NIGHT – FIRST GET TOGETHER 

As you know, we’ve been unable to meet up in person during recent 

months due to the ongoing pandemic, but with the current guidelines being 

a bit less restrictive, we now feel that we may be able to actually meet up 

again properly! 

  

The Ekco Club, our usual meeting place, is currently closed on Sunday 

evenings after 7.00 so we can’t go there. But Oliver Tabor has kindly 

offered us the use of his Red Brick Barn for the next couple of meetings as we take a tentative step 

towards getting back together. Our next meeting is due to be a club night with no formal structure, 

so we thought it would be a good opportunity to invite all our members to meet up for a get 

together to see how things go. 

  

So our plan is to hold the 2
nd

 August meeting as planned at the Red Brick Barn, and we hope that 

you may be able to come along and meet up with your club friends and colleagues - we’ll aim to 

start at 7.30. 

  

A couple of things to point out of course. We’d really like to understand how many people are 

likely to attend, so could you please email Adrian with a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ so that we know 

if you’re coming along or not. For family and junior members, we’d like to restrict the numbers 

in order to be able to socially distance as required, so could you please only bring one additional 

family member with you this time. It goes without saying that if you or any of your ‘bubble’ group 

are showing any symptoms, or are waiting for test results, of course you should not attend. Face 

coverings are optional in this setting apparently but feel free to bring one with you if it helps to 

make you feel comfortable. Hand gel will be available on the night. As there isn’t a bar at the 

barn, please also bring your own drinks with you. 

  

I hope this all makes sense and we really look forward to the chance to meet up again after all this 

time. 

  

Hope to see you there. The address is: 

The Red Brick Barn  

Sutton Hall,  

Shopland road,  

Rochford,  

Essex  

SS4 1LH 
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CLUB SHOWS 

If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either 

with close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact 

Richard Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide 

details of venue addresses, times and directions as required. 

 

CURRENT SHOW BOOKINGS 

As you might expect, all our planned shows for 2020 have been 

postponed due to ongoing lockdown situation. Some customers 

have indicated that they’d like to book for next year plans instead, but at present we have no idea of 

when that might be. Watch this space for further updates.   

 

We do however have a show booked for 27
th

 February 2021 at the Wentworth School in Maldon. 

This is a repeat booking and is currently still scheduled to go ahead as far as we know so please 

book the date in your diary if you’d be keen to help out.  

 

 

ANNUAL DINNER 2020 – SATURDAY OCTOBER 17
th

 - CANCELLED 

As you know, our plan was to hold our usual annual dinner 

on 17
th

 October at the Thorpe Hall Golf Club. However, 

with everything that’s been going on this year, ticket sales 

have understandably not been forthcoming, and we’re not 

even sure if we can have access to the venue yet anyway.  

 

We’ve waited until now to see how the situation progresses before making any decisions, but we 

feel now that it might be best to cancel the dinner for this year and try to come back with an even 

better event next year.   

 

So, for now, the dinner is not going ahead sadly. Hopefully we can meet up properly for our 

December meeting and at that time we can award any trophies as necessary, although at least one of 

our competitions hasn’t taken place this year anyway so far. 

 

We’re really sorry to have to cancel this special night, but given the circumstances we don’t feel 

there is any other choice.   

 

 

FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

 

Mentalism                                                                        SWINDLE by Steve Cook   

Swindle by Steve Cook is a super cool influence effect ideal for 

opening your performance. 

 

As usual Steve has created an easy to follow, simple to execute 

Mentalism effect that packs small and plays big! 

 

We all know the power of a simple 50/50 choice but Swindle feels like 

so much more. Add Peter Nardi’s routining to Steve’s fantastic method 

and you know you are on to a winner! Swindle is super easy to do and 

ultra-deceptive. 

  

As a little demonstration of using influence and human psychology you introduce two small tins 

(one white and one black) 

 

 

 

 



 

Basic Script 

"In life we all make decisions, each decision becoming a small journey in the human mind (there 

are usually two steps to every decision) and even though we decide on a certain outcome the route 

to get there is usually not a straight line.  

 

In fact I am going to ask you to choose either of the two boxes.  You may choose the black which is 

a slick Matt black and to be honest the one that everyone seems to choose (in fact if I was given this 

choice that is the one I would go for) or the nice shiny white box, which attracts the eye and to be 

honest is closer to you so probably easier for you to grab. Anyway the choice is yours but I will tell 

you this - I know exactly what steps you will take and I have predicted which box you will end up 

with” 

 

Your spectator follows your instructions and selects a box.  The box is open to show it contains a 

small slip of folded paper (the note reads ‘I knew you would end up with this box’). You state that 

the other box also contains a note but when you open it the note inside is actually a £50 note!   

 

May be performed in any language 

Use any currency 

Nothing hidden inside the boxes (they are truly empty at the end) 

Super easy to perform 

The perfect Mentalism opener - powerful, interesting and fun! 

  

Swindle costs £14.99 from Alakazam here: 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/swindle-by-steve-cook.html 

 

 

Card to Impossible Location                                                          BOLTED by Jared Manley 
Having a card appear in an impossible location is a staple in 

magic. The problem that every magician struggles with is, if the 

object is signed, then the location can't be "impossible." But if 

the location is truly impossible, then the object can't be signed. 

Now there's a solution - Bolted! 

 

Bolted allows you to take a randomly signed card, make it 

disappear, and with no hesitation pull out a locked case with that very same signed card inside.  

 

There are many different ways to reveal Bolted, including from a pouch, a tuck case, and even 

your back pocket. No forcing, no duplicates. Use it with business cards and predictions. It includes 

a sleight-free handling for absolute beginners. 

 

Bolted contains multiple routines geared towards every skill level. Whether you're a complete 

beginner or seasoned professional, you can perform the routine that works best for you. This is the 

perfect way to finish any signed card routine. And the best part? You can hand it out immediately 

afterward, so there is no doubt their signed card is Bolted inside. 

  

Bolted costs around £47 and is available from your favourite dealer – you can see it here: 

https://www.propdog.co.uk/bolted-jared-manley 
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Card Magic                                                          INITIAL SHOCK by Alex Latorre    

A spectator selects any card from the deck. They initial the face of 

their card, on both ends. The rest of the deck is returned to the card 

box. The selected card is slid into the card box, so it protrudes for 

about half its length. 

 

No switch of any kind, this really is their initialled card. 

 

You now write your initials on the card box. In the blink of an eye, 

your initials jump from the box, onto their initialled card. 

 

You immediately remove the card and hand it to them. 

 

You also hand them the card box. It's fully examinable. Nothing is palmed or stolen away. 

 

Initial shock uses a regular non gimmicked card box. It resets in 2 seconds and it is instantly 

repeatable with a different card every time. 

 

It looks pretty amazing and you can see the trailer here at Saturn Magic where the price is £38. 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/initial-shock--gimmicks-and-online-

instructions--by-alex-latorre--trick.html 

 

 

Mentalism             SURPRISE CINEMA by Redvers John, Steve Cook and Peter Nardi    

Surprise Cinema is perfect for all types of performers. Whether 

you perform magic, mental magic or mentalism, Surprise Cinema 

will fit perfectly! 

 

It’s perfect for close up or parlour performances. 

 

Surprise Cinema is based on Steve Cook’s amazing Symbol but 

the routine was given an even more commercial premise by 

Redvers John who added the film theme. Add to that Peter Nardi’s storyline and presentation and 

you have a sure-fire winner! 

 

You explain that you belong to a club called Surprise Cinema. Each month you are invited to 

watch one of six classic movies but here’s the catch you choose a screen number and whatever is 

playing in that screen you will have to watch. 

 

But there is something a little strange. They also send you a little red envelope with a ticket to see 

one of the movies and each and every month without fail they manage to correctly predict what 

film you will end up seeing.  

 

To demonstrate, your spectator now names a screen number one, two, three, four, five or six (there 

is no force of the number, they freely choose whichever screen they like). You reveal what movie 

is playing in their chosen screen and when you remove the ticket from the envelope, the film 

printed on it is the exact same film, no switching, adding or ditching! 

 

There is no gaffed Envelope (it really is empty at the end), it’s not always the same film, no sleight 

of hand is required. It comes with an alternative ending of a duplicate film poster card. So it’s up 

to you, you can use the poster card ending, the ticket ending or both for a double whammy!  
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Surprise Cinema is printed on our Pro-Sized high quality cards with custom designed graphics 

with gorgeous colours that truly pop out! 

 

It’s available from Alakazam and costs £25 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/surprise-cinema-live-special.html 

 

 

Bizarre Magic                           1900 MARKED ALPHABET DECK by Marchand de Trucs    

Add a touch of mystery to your performances with this 

unique deck of alphabet cards that looks as though it comes 

straight from 1900... With its aged appearance, it's perfect 

for everything from bizarre magic to classic routines.  

 

Two marking systems: Each card in the 1900 Alphabet 

Deck is marked in two ways - one mark tells you the letter 

on the face of the card, the other indicates that letter's 

position in the alphabet.  

 

Contents: 

A marked 1900 Alphabet Deck - twenty-six cards in a vintage style card case 

This deck costs £14 and is available from Saturn Magic here:  

 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/1900-deck--alphabet-marked--by-marchand-

de-trucs--trick.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s about it for this month everyone – stay safe and send any articles for next month’s 

newsletter to Adrian for publishing. 
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