
 
 

 
 
 
 

2021 MEETINGS – SOME TBC 

1
st
 Aug Club Night – BACK AT THE EKCO CLUB 

5
th

 Sep Close Up Competition 

3
rd

 Oct Lecture – Vinny Sagoo 

7
th

 Nov Props Auction 

5
th

 Dec  Xmas Fun Night 

         

 

2022 CLUB SHOWS 

26
th

 Feb 22  Wentworth School, Maldon 

Aug 22  As If By Magic – Dixon Studio (TBC) 

 

 

CLUB WEBSITE 

www.southendsorcerers.com 

Members’ area password - jimmy 

 

 

ONLINE NOW........ 

All our lockdown lecture series is now available in the members’ section of the website, 

including the latest events from Alakazam/Leo Smetsers and Nikolas Mavresis! 

https://www.southendsorcerers.com/zoom-recordings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

President - Adrian Fox     Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 

01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07951 441333 

adrianfox@compuserve.com   richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 

 

 

Treasurer – Tracy Wise     Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  

01702 597002       07854 634592 

tracywise@hotmail.co.uk      ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 
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LAST MEETING – 4
th

 JULY – ONLINE SOCIAL & TEACH IN   

Our last official meeting was held via Zoom on 4
th

 July and 

although it was originally scheduled to be a lecture from Paul 

Gordon, Paul has decided that he isn’t comfortable with lecturing 

over Zoom. As a result, we’ve postponed his lecture until a date 

(yet to be confirmed) when we can get him to Southend to meet us 

in person. 

 

So, instead, we held a very informal social night and teach in. Although numbers on the call were 

fairly low, we welcomed a new prospective member to their first meeting and Anthony Glen dialled 

in to meet those of us that were online. Welcome Anthony – it’s great to have you with us! 

 

After a general chat about getting back to performing and how things might or might not change in 

performance styles etc post lockdown, Adrian went on to show the group some of his favourite card 

effects and how he’s adapted them to make them easier or more deceptive. 

 

First up was a simple self working 9 card routine where the spectator finds their own selection by 

spelling its name. This is an easy effect and you’ll fool yourself the first time you try it out! I’ve 

written an instruction sheet for this one and if anyone would like a copy just let me know and I’ll 

gladly send it on to you. 

 

Next we took a look at the classic Anniversary Waltz plot. Adrian’s version is based on the Doc 

Eason routine that uses a double facer and double backer to make the effect more convincing. 

Adrian wanted an easy way to force the bottom card in the deck and had discovered the ‘Giggle 

Force’, a pretty ballsy move that you would think would be spotted a mile off, but it always flies by 

the spectator unnoticed! If you’d like to learn it, just let me know.  

 

Next came ‘Las Vegas Opener’, a lovely effect that makes use of a duplicate card in the deck. 

Needing only a couple of double lifts, it’s not difficult to perform. We took some time to discuss 

double lifts and various ways to accomplish the sleight smoothly. 

 

Finally, Adrian briefly showed his take on JC Wagner’s brilliant torn and restored card plot. Over 

the years, I’ve changed things a fair bit and added in all sorts of subtleties to help sell the magic 

better. This version leaves one corner unrestored and we discussed the pros and cons of that 

approach. My own feeling is that it actually makes the magic stronger as you leave the spectator 

with the card and its separate corner – I can walk past them half an hour later and they’re still trying 

to work it out!      

 

In the end it was an enjoyable evening and I hope that those who joined in found it interesting and 

useful. If anyone wants to go through any of these effects or routines in more detail, just let me 

know – always happy to sit down and help if I can. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL MEETING – 15
th

 JULY – NIKOLAS MAVRESIS LECTURE 

As our planned lecture from Paul Gordon was postponed, we thought it only 

fair that we provide an alternative, so on 15
th

 July we had an additional lecture 

evening from Nikolas Mavresis – and what a night it was!  

 

For those unfamiliar with his work, Nikolas is the man behind such hits as 

CineMental, Zener Match and The Collector and he is one of the most creative 

people in our field. Best known for his work in mentalism, Nikolas shared 

some of his favourite material with us, including an exclusive look at a brand new release that had 

only been launched that day!  

 

 

 



 

Sadly there were only 7 members who dialled in to watch this lecture. That’s a real shame as it was 

probably one of the best lectures we’ve had in some time. Also, when you consider how much 

lecturers can charge us for their work, it’s quite expensive for the club to put these on, especially if 

just a handful of members take the opportunity to benefit from them. The lecture is now available 

on the website as usual, but it was sad to have to apologise to Nikolas for the low numbers. 

 

Anyway, included in the lecture were: 

 

Activity – this is presented as a game where all the cards in a deck have 

random words printed on their backs. All the red cards have nouns and all 

the black cards have verbs. The spectator chooses a card and remembers 

it. Then two spectators select another card each and the words on the 

backs are put together – together they say ‘open the card box’. When the 

spectator opens the box, their initial selection is inside. This is a lovely 

effect that makes use of the clever ‘Double Decker’ cards from Phoenix Magic.   

 

The S Stack – this is a clever drawing duplication routine using a set of 20 

photo cards. The spectator chooses a card and you’re instantly able to draw a 

duplicate of what they chose. The effect uses a cyclical card stack and a very 

clever idea from Nikolas to make it work beautifully. 

 

The A Project – this incredible principle is probably the closest thing to real magic I’ve seen in 

many years. Released on the day of our lecture, I was completely bowled over by the outcome of 

the two routines Nikolas showed us using this principle.  

 

In the first, a random number was generated by rolling four dice and 

adding the numbers together. The total was used to select a casino from a 

list of 24. Someone else was asked to name any card. When a box was 

opened (that had been in view throughout the routine) inside was a single 

envelope; and inside that was the exact casino and playing card that had 

been randomly chosen! 

 

In the second routine, a free choice from 3 books was made by the spectator; then a page number 

chosen completely at random; and then any word imagined on that page. In view throughout there 

was an envelope and when this was opened, inside it was the exact page from the correct book with 

the imagined word highlighted on the page! Incredible! 

 

The method is really out there and has to be seen to be believed. What I will say though is that this 

routine is only for use in Zoom or other online settings.   

 

The Collector – this is a story based routine about a serial killer in 

Victorian London. The spectator becomes a psychic detective and works 

out who the killer was - and their deduction matches a prediction which 

was in an envelope and in plain sight right the way through. 

  

Ultimate Clue - a super fun routine using 14 suspects and 1 killer where 

the magician works out psychically who the spectator has randomly chosen as the killer. 

  

Triple Movie Prediction - this is an impossible 3-movie prediction routine 

using the CineMental deck that was not taught on the original DVD. If, 

like me, you own CineMental, this was a real treat and far stronger than 

the routine that came with the deck. Three spectators choose a movie each 

and without any peeking, you instantly know what movie they are 

thinking of. 

 

 



 

It was a super night from Nikolas and he was a genuinely nice guy who was very happy to share his 

thoughts and experience. He even offered us a discount and several bundle deals from his website 

shop, which you can find at www.mavresis.com 

 

NEXT MEETING – 1
st
 AUGUST – CLUB NIGHT & WELCOME BACK    

So we’re finally at the stage where we can begin to slowly get back to 

some sort of normality – whatever that is these days! 

 

The chance to meet up in person is at last upon us, so our next meeting 

will be back at the Ekco club at 7.30 on Sunday 1
st
 August, and we 

hope to see as many of you there as possible so that we can, at last, 

spend some pleasurable time in each other’s company doing our 

favourite thing! 

 

It’ll be a club night, nothing too formal, and just a simple chance to meet up for some sharing and 

chat with like-minded people. Bring your cards or coins or sponge balls (or whatever floats your 

boat!). For some this might be the first time in over a year that there’s been an opportunity to 

actually perform again for other people, and I for one am really looking forward to feeling the buzz 

of the club room again as lots of magic goes on in different corners.     

 

Really looking forward to seeing you there, so I do hope you can make it! 

 

CLUB SHOWS 

If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either with 

close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact Richard 

Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide details of 

venue addresses, times and directions as required. 

 

CURRENT SHOW BOOKINGS 

Still nothing new to report this month unfortunately, but let’s hope 

we can get back to booking some shows soon!  

 

At present our only provisional next show is as follows: 

 

26
th

 February 2022, Wentworth School in Maldon 

Final date still to be confirmed! Please keep this one in mind and let’s all hope that we can get 

our performing shoes on and get out to show them some of our best magic! 

  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

Membership Subs 2021/22 

As you know, we decided not to charge membership subs for this year until we were certain 

about the future of our meetings going forward. At the time we announced that we would look at 

collecting subs in October for half a year to take us all through to April 2022.  

 

Now that we’ll be back at the Ekco Club with effect from August (and therefore having to pay 

for the room), it looks likely that we will be asking for a 6 month subscription for the second half 

of the year in October as planned.  

 

This is going to be just £12.50 which, given the amount of work we’ve put in to keep the club 

running during lockdown, we hope you’ll agree is more than fair. As usual you’ll be able to pay 

via BACS if you prefer and we’ll remind you of the bank details a little nearer to the time. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mavresis.com/


 

MAGIC NEWS 

Deception 

This is a new TV series on Alibi TV. It’s a thrilling crime drama which 

centres on a disgraced famous magician (Cameron Black) who helps the FBI 

to solve crimes using his magical skills and knowledge. The first pilot 

episode has aired and there are loads of magic references and effects in the 

show. It’s clear that whoever produced the show had some great magical 

consultants – the main consultant is listed as Francis Menotti. 

 

If you liked the movie ‘Now You See Me’, you’ll love this as it’s very 

similar in style. Definitely one to watch.  

 

Deception airs on Alibi TV on Friday nights at 9.00pm. 

 

 

Magic Goes Wrong - London Apollo Theatre now booking from October 

Mischief conjures up the grand return of Magic Goes Wrong, reappearing at the 

Apollo Theatre from 21st October -27th February 2022. Join a hapless gang of 

moderately skilled and accident-prone magicians presenting a charity fundraiser. 

As the accidents spiral out of control, so does their fundraising target! Created 

with magic legends Penn & Teller, this evening of grand illusion with 

breathtaking tricks and typical Mischief comedy will tickle your funny bones 

and fill you with wonder. Magic Goes Wrong opened to critical acclaim and was 

nominated for Best Entertainment or Comedy at the 2020 Olivier Awards. Be 

astounded and surprised this winter with tickets to a magic show like no other.  
 

 

FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

 

Cards                                         STAB HAPPY by Abstract Effects 

The card stab re-imagined for close-up in an entirely new and 

impossible way! 

 

Your spectator selects and signs a card which then gets returned to 

the deck and the deck is shuffled, at which point you pull out your 

pocket knife and stab it through the edge of the deck, stabbing into 

the very edge between the fibres of a single card to reveal that you've managed to impossibly stab 

into the edge of their signed card! 

     

Easy to do - can be done with most knives, including borrowed knives! 

     

Includes gimmicks for Red & Blue Bicycle Rider Back decks plus materials to make extra 

gimmicks. 

     

Ready to go straight out of the box, Stab Happy can be customized to almost any deck of cards. 

  

It can even be done without a knife! You can perform Stab Happy with a variety of objects 

including another playing card! 

 

You can see the routine in the trailer at Alakazam, where the price is £21.76 
https://www.alakazam.co.uk/stab-happy-with-gimmicks-and-online-instructions-by-abstract-effects.html 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/stab-happy-with-gimmicks-and-online-instructions-by-abstract-effects.html


 

Mentalism                                              CELEBRIKEY by Jamie Williams & Matthew Wright 
Celebrikey by Jamie Williams and Matthew Wright is a 

marvellous new addition to any professional working repertoire. 

It is easy to perform, can be taken with you everywhere you go, 

it's always ready to go, it resets instantly... but most importantly... 

it is a knock-out effect. 

 

Some say the best magic happens in the spectators’ minds, some 

say the best magic happens in the spectators’ hands... Celebrikey does both! 

 

You take a regular key from your pocket or key ring and let a spectator hold it and then study it. 

They see and feel it is a regular key before they slowly close their hand around it... keeping it in 

full view the entire time. The magician does not touch the key again until after the effect is 

finished. 

 

The spectator now chooses a random celebrity or superhero. They could just think of one or 

choose one from a stack of business cards, a list of famous addresses or even some Top Trump 

Cards. 

 

Once the selection is made the spectator can now open their closed hand to reveal the key. It has 

visibly changed from a regular key to a 3D sculpture of the superhero they selected. 

 

They key is now handed out for inspection and everything can be examined fully. 

 

Celebrikey is a modern classic suitable for all skill levels. 

 

It comes with specially designed gimmicks and comprehensive 45 minutes instructional 

download. 

 

You can see the trailer here (the version currently available is of Batman). The price is £26. 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/celebrikey-batman-with-gimmicks-and-online-instruction-by-

matthew-wright.html 

 

 

Rope Magic                                                                     FOUR NIGHTMARES by Tenyo Magic 

Four Nightmares is one of the most magical rope routines we have 

ever seen! 

  

Even when you know the super simple method it fools you. In fact 

you fool yourself as you’re performing it! It just looks impossible. 

Check out the video of Doug Conn performing this amazing effect – 

you can find the video on most magic dealer websites including the Alakazam link below. 

  

Four Nightmares is multi-phased and modular and comes with the ingenious gimmicks and full 

written instructions. This is a routine you will learn and love performing. 

 

It’s ideal for close-up, parlour, stage or even Zoom!  
 

It’s a new, sensational rope routine where you learn "Professor's Nightmare", and then continue 

with 4 additional effects. Easy to handle with original, quality gimmicks! 

 

See it here – the price is around £56 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/four-nightmares-dx-by-tenyo-magic.html 

 

 

 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/celebrikey-batman-with-gimmicks-and-online-instruction-by-matthew-wright.html
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Coins                            COIN ARTIST by Mark Traversoni & Mark Infiniti  

Exclusive to Saturn and a joint collaboration between Mark 

Traversoni and Mark Infiniti; this is where Phantom Artist meets 

Coin Magic. 
  

Coin Artist is an epic range of 18 impressions that have been 

printed onto 10p coins which are designed to be given away as 

souvenirs to spectators at very little cost. 

  

No DIY, no burning around stencils, no black sooty fingers - your set of 18 coins come ready to 

perform with. They have been specially printed in such a way that they resemble scorch marks 

from heat (such as a lighter or flash paper), or creative ink stains (from sharpies) allowing you to 

perform in a variety of ways. 

 

The black impressions do not come off easily unintentionally so you and your spectators can 

handle them all you want, but the coins can be restored to their original appearance easily too. For 

the sake of UK Law, no coins have been permanently defaced. 

  

You’ll receive 18 different designs for you to astonish with, including: 

  

6 x Playing Cards: QD, 7S, 8D, JC, 2S, 3D 

(These match the cards used in the hugely popular 

52-1 deck and The Medal) 

  

6 x Celebrities: Tom Cruise, Brad Pitt, Arnie, David 

Beckham, Simon Cowell and Elton John 

  

6 x Other: Batman, Spider-Man, Superman, Happy 

Birthday, Cupid and Smiley 

 

Online Tutorials: A 1.5 hour masterclass in handling the coins, a range of presentations using 

lighters, flash paper and "sharpie" ink plus bonus ideas 

  

Please note, all coins supplied are the new style ten pence. If you require the older ten pence coins, 

please specify so in the order comments, these will be made for you so will take a day or so to 

despatch. 

 

These coins make for some ultra-visual and emotive moments that your spectator can hold on to 

forever. Or, perform a switch and use the same coin for multiple performances depending on the 

presentation you use.  

 

You can see the coins at Saturn Magic here, where the price is £32.99 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/coin-artist-by-mark-traversoni-infiniti.html 

 

 

Close Up                                            MOLECULES by Dave Loosley       
"Molecules" from Dave Loosley allows you to create the illusion 

that you can manipulate and control the physical structure of an 

everyday object such as a coin, pool ball or bottle cap.  

 

It is a complete polished routine that you'll receive along with all of 

the materials needed to start performing. However, there's also a ton 

of room to let your imagination shine. 

 

 

 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/coin-artist-by-mark-traversoni-infiniti.html


 

In the nearly 1 hour download, you'll discover everything you need to know to get the most out of 

"Molecules". This includes ways of performing it for all skill levels from beginner magicians to 

seasoned pros. 

 

You also receive a BONUS routine where you can bring a loyalty card to life by plucking an 

object out of it right in front of the spectator's eyes. This is a lovely opener. 

 

What You Get: 
1 x Molecules mini 8 ball 

1 x Crushed mini-Molecules gimmick 

1 x Loyalty gimmicked package 

Instructional download (w/ BONUS effect) 

 

Molecules is available from a range of dealers. You can see it at Vanishing Inc here, where the 

price is £31.20 

https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/close-up-magic/molecules/ 

 

 

 

 

That’s about it for this month everyone – stay safe and send any articles for next month’s 

newsletter to Adrian for publishing. 

 

https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/close-up-magic/molecules/

